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by  Carol  Harmes 


It  is  sad  one  cannot  travel  back  in  time  to 
reveal  the  individual  meaning  behind  love 
tokens.  Some  were  given  by  family  members  and 
others  by  beaus.  With  the  majority  of  love  tokens 
containing  only  initials,  one  can  never  know  if  they 
were  given  out  of  friendship  or  love.  Landscapes  and 
pictorials  are  very  attractive,  but  what  do  they  mean?  Are 
the  scenes  special  places  visited  by  young  lovers?  Do  the  objects  shown  have  a  story  behind  them ? 

Some  of  the  more  endearing  love  tokens  are  those  with  messages  or  sayings.  These  make  it  easier 
to  see  the  intended  message  and  affection  lying  within  the  gift.  The  above  heart  is  made  up  of 
love  tokens  containing  various  sentiments,  mostly  of  love  and  friendship.  The  messages  are  listed 
below  starting  from  top  center  then  clockwise: 

-  EJK  ACB  Just  room  for  two 

-  Edward  James  to  Edith  Coxon  1859  (couple  standing  holding  hands) 

-  Do  you  want  the  earth  (earth  contained  in  a  fence) 

-  yours  truly 

-  Steadfast  b  true  K 

-  Friends  (joined  hands) 

-  New  Guinea  To  Aunt  Kate  from  Dick  1945  (heart  shaped  coin  in  Lucite) 


Be  Wty 
Uahuim? 


-  1899 

-  (English  coin  cut  in  heart  shape,  no  engraving) 

-  Mat  (couple  at  the  seashore,  holding  hands) 

-  Liar 

-  Gossips  feast  (Scottish  thistle) 

-  Friend 

-  Duffield  Silver  Wedding  June  29th  1879 

-  S  to  S  (black  enamel) 


Some  may  wonder  why  liar  and  gossips  feast  are  contained  in  a  valentine.  Some  say  there  is 
a  narrow  line  between  love  and  hate.  How  quickly  people  can  go  from  love  to  hate.  Breaking  up, 
divorce,  and  the  dear  John  letter  are  all  examples  of  love  gone  awry.  There  is  an  old  tradition  of 
sending  mean  or  sarcastic  Valentines.  Their  origins  date  back  to  Victorian  times  and  the  early  20th 
century.  These  “funny”  Valentines  were  cartoon-like  pictures  poking  fun  at  the  recipient.  They 
were  most  likely  used  by  young  school  age  children  and  preadolescents.  Here  s  wishing  that  your 
Valentines  are  all  happy. 
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New 

Members 

Financial  Statement 

General  Funds 

#974 

Mary  O.  Simmers 

Balance  November  30,  1999 

$6,220.90 

406  Markham  Drive 

Receipts 

Slidell.  LA  70458 

New  members 

40.00 

Reinstated  member 

10.00 

#975 

Jane  Winter 

Membership  dues 

700.00 

1917  Tanglewood 

Donation 

2.00 

Glenview,  IL  60025 

Interest  (Bank  Account)  -  November 

6.88 

December 

7.36 

#976 

Jamie  Spikes 

January 

8.86 

Total  Receipts 

775.10 

3901  Snowy  Reach 

Manhattan,  KS  66503 

Subtotal 

$6,996.00 

Bonnie  Otte 

Expenses 

#977 

Check  #351  -  IMC  (graphic  work-  LTS  #185) 

67.45 

212  Plum  Street 

Check  #352  -  IMC  (graphic  work-  LTS  #186) 

81.46 

Aurora,  IL  60506 

Check  #353  -  Kinko's  (duplication-  LTS  #186) 

99.72 

Check  #354  -  U.S.  Post  Office  (postage-  LTS  #186) 

99.00 

Reinstated 

Check  #355  -  Staples  (supplies) 

48.67 

Check  #356  -  U.S.  Post  Office 

137.10 

#912 

Ron  Landis 

(postage-  LTS  #  187/invoices) 

P.O.  Box  706 

Total  Expenses 

$533.40 

Eureka  Springs,  AR  72632 


Balance  January  30,  2000 


$6,462.60 


WANTED 


Needed  for  a  U.S.  Dime 
Love  Token  Collection: 


Permanent  Fund  -  Audubon  Savings  6  Loan  Association 


I  year  certificate  of  deposit  $655.50 

Membership  Report  - 

Membership  -  November  30,  1999  205 

Reinstated  member(s)  I 

New  members  4 


Dated 
1846 
1866 
1896 
1909 
191  I 

1914 

1915 


Will  Pay 
$75 
$25 
$20 
$20 
$20 
$20 
$20 


Resigned 

Membership  as  of  January  30,  2000 
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Qordon  L.  Swetland 
(LTS  ft  1 86) 

2144  Hawthorne  St.,  Apt.  57 
Forest  Qrove,  OR  97116 


Barbara  hlewhouse  -  Secretary /Treasurer 


'Jiappu  ‘VafmUn/j 
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http://louetokensociety.homepage.com 
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Collect... 

by  Ernie  Turnes 

My  collecting  engraved  coins  is  a  spin-off  of 
a  spin-off  of  collecting  Mercury  dimes.  (How  I 
got  interested  in  Mercury  dimes  is  a  story  I'll  tell 
later.) 

I  first  learned  about  love  tokens  as  part  of  my 
collecting  Mercury  dimes.  I  saw  an  article  in 
September  25,  1 995  issue  of  Coin  World  about 
love  tokens  and  wondered  if  any  had  been 
made  of  Mercury  dimes.  I  wasn't  sure,  because 
in  1 909  a  federal  law  made  it  illegal  to  "deface” 
coins  and  Mercury  dimes  were  first  minted  in 
1 9 1 6. 1  wrote  to  the  president  of  the  Love  Token 
Society  and  subsequently  bought  two 
engraved  Mercury  dimes  and  have  been 
collecting  engraved  coins  since. 

What  is  the  attraction?  There  are  several  for 
me: 

•  Many  are  beautifully  done.  Many  are  truly 
miniature  pieces  of  art.  I  once  held  a  Seated 
Dime  engraved  with  the  Lord’s  Prayer  and  an 
intricate  floral  background  and  scalloped 

\border.  There  were  no  flaws  in  the  engraving. 

•  I  don't  have  to  concern  myself  about  grading. 
As  we  all  know,  a  small  difference  in  the  grade 
of  U.S.  coins  can  mean  a  big  difference  in  price 
(and  later,  their  value  when  sold).  The  grade  of 
the  unengraved  side  of  a  love  token  is  consid¬ 
ered  by  some,  but  it  is  relatively  unimportant. 

•  I  buy  a  piece  because  I  like  the  way  it  looks. 
And  since  each  is  done  by  hand,  every  one  is 
unique. 

•  It’s  fun  to  look  for  particular  names,  dates  or 
initials-  for  myself  and  for  others.  I  have  the 
initials  of  most  of  my  family  members,  in  some 
cases  with  all  three  initials  in  the  correct  order, 
quite  an  accomplishment.  I  bought  my  wife  a 
quarter  eagle  love  token  with  PEG  engraved. 
She  wears  it  on  a  gold  chain  all  the  time. 

•  They  make  novel  gifts  that  people  appreciate. 
The  day  after  her  wedding,  I  gave  my  daughter 
a  love  token  with  her  new  initials,  just  before 
she  and  my  son-in-law  left  for  their  honey¬ 
moon. 

•  Collectors  can  assemble  sets  in  a  number  of 
ways-  -by  coin  type;  by  year  for  a  particular 
denomination;  by  subject;  by  country;  etc. 

•  It's  fun  being  viewed  as  a  local  "expert"  in  a 
Jield. 

•  It’s  a  collecting  area  in  which  my  wife  has 
taken  an  interest  .  When  we're  at  shows  we 
often  look  at  pieces  together.  (This  does  not 


happen  when  I  look  at  coins.) 

•  Love  tokens  are  generally  inexpensive 
(although  I  see  them  drawing  some  high  bids 
in  the  eBay  auctions). 

•  Because  of  some  rather  elaborate  scripts,  it  is 
a  challenge  to  determine  the  letters  and  their 
sequence,  and  I  enjoy  the  challenge. 

•  Some  offer  the  opportunity  to  do  some 
research.  I  own  one  with  a  complete  name  and 
address. 

•  When  you  tell  non-coin-collectors  the  story 
of  engraved  coins  they  seem  interested.  I  often 
have  one  in  my  pocket  to  show  people  what  I’m 
talking  about. 

What  is  your  collecting  interest?  Why  not  tell 
us  in  the  next  issue? 
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Opportunity 

Knocks 

After  nearly  ten  years  Bob  and 
Barb  Newhouse  are  giving  up 
the  positions  of  editor  and 
secretary/treasurer  of  the  Love 
Letter.  It  has  been  a  great 
adventure,  but  it  is  time  for 
some  fresh  ideas  and  new  input. 
Both  of  these  positions  will  be 
available  in  August  of  2000.  This 
is  a  great  opportunity  to  get 
involved  and  help  out  the 
membership  of  the  Society. 

Those  that  have  an  interest 
should  contact  President  Sid 
Gale  as  soon  as  possible.  Thanks 
for  considering  one  or  both  of 
these  positions. 

-  Barb  &  Bob 


"Concha " 

This  love  token  of  a  crescent  moon  engraved 
with  the  word  “concha”  makes  last  month's 
lunar  eclipse  red  with  envy.  The  word  concha 
means  seashell  and  is  sometimes  used  as  a 
pet  name  fora  little  girl  (concha  or  conchita). 
In  Mexico,  when  used  with  the  verb  tener  (to 
have),  concha  means  "to  be  indifferent, 
unruffled,  tough”*  This  love  token  was 
engraved  on  an  eight  real  from  the  Central 
American  Republic. 

In  1 823  the  Central  American  republic  was 
formed  from  the  Costa  Rica,  Guatemala. 
Honduras,  Nicaragua,  and  El  Salvador 
provinces  after  declaring  independence  from 
Spain  and  Mexico.  It  spanned  from  the 
southern  Mexican  border  to  the  northern 
Panama  border.  Civil  War  broke  out  in  1 827 
due  to  geographical,  economic,  and  religious 
differences  which  resulted  in  the  division  of 
the  provinces  in  1839.** 

This  moon,  watching  over  the  land,  with 
the  word  Concha  may  have  been  a  reference 
to  strength  during  the  civil  war.  This  piece 
has  an  extra  special  meaning  for  me  though, 
as  it  was  the  first  love  token  I  ever  bought. 

Sincerely,  Carol  Harmes 

*The  University  of  Chicago  Soanish-English 

Fnglish-Spanish  Dictionary,  by  Carlos  Castillo 
and  Otto  E.  Bond. 

**Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins.  1801- 

1900.  second  edition,  by  Chester  L.  Krause. 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 


by  Sid  Gale 

The  FUN  show  in  Orlando  was  quite 
enjoyable.  We  seem  to  get  as  many,  if  not 
more.  ITS  members  together  down  in  Orlando 
than  we  do  at  any  of  the  ANA  shows.  After  the 
show  each  day  a  group  of  us  went  out  to  dinner 
for  the  evening.  During  these  conversations  at 
dinner  we  really  got  to  know  each  other  a  lot 
better  and  learned  more  about  each  others 
collecting  interests.  Think  Philadelphia 
[ANA]  in  August!!! 

Love  Token  Society  elected  officials  hold 
office  for  two  years.  The  elections  for  next  year 
will  be  conducted  in  August  and  the  newly 
elected  officials  will  commence  their  tours  in 
January  200 1 .  Bob  and  Barbara  Newhouse  have 
served  in  their  positions  as  editor  of  the 
Loveletter  and  Secretary/Treasurer  for  almost 
10  years.  They  have  indicated  that  they  are 
ready  to  "take  a  break”.  I  also,  am  ready  to  pass 
the  Coin  Sales  to  anyone  interested  in  taking  it 
over.  I  sincerely  hope  that  each  of  you  will 
seriously  consider  yourself  for  one  of  these 
positions.  We  will  be  happy  to  train/show  you 
how  to  do  whatever  job  you  may  be  interested 
in.  Feel  free  to  call  any  of  us  and  ask  whatever 
questions  that  you  may  have  about  a  particular 
position. 

“ New  Blood”  in  any  organization  is  necessary 
if  it  is  going  to  grow.  A  perfect  example  is  the 
fantastic  job  that  Carol  Harmes  is  doing  as  Vice 
President.  Her  articles  reflect  a  fresh  approach 
that  is  certainly  a  welcome  addition.  I  encour¬ 
age  everyone  of  you  to  step  forward  with  your 
suggestions,  articles  for  the  Loveletter.  and  also 
to  volunteer  for  one  of  the  jobs  becoming 
available  in  January.  Those  jobs  are:  President, 
Vice  President,  Secretary/Treasurer,  Editor  of 
the  Loveletter.  and  Coin  Sales.  The  last  two  are 
not  elected  positions  -  you  can  just  volunteer 
for  them. 

I  submitted  two  Love  Token  exhibits  at  the 
FUN  show.  Love  Tokens,  this  year  were  in  the 
Miscellaneous  category.  I  had  a  “Tokens  of 
Love”  competitive  exhibit  and  a  “Love  Token 
Society”  non-competitive  exhibit.  I  was  pleased 
with  both;  the  competitive  one  placed  third. 
“The  Love  Token  Society"  exhibit,  with  modi¬ 
fications  based  on  comments  made  at  the 
meeting,  will  be  the  one  available  for  members 
to  “check  out”  and  place  in  their  local  coin 
shows.  I  will  have  the  written  materials  made 
up  -  all  you  have  to  do  is  set  it  up  and  put  love 
tokens  from  your  collection  in  it. 


Love  tokens  are  very  gradually  going  up  in 
price;  but,  so  are  most  collectibles.  Ebay  seems 
to  be  playing  a  key  role  in  this.  Ebay  has  created 
a  "World  Market"  for  collectibles  that  enables 
anyone  to  offer  to  sell  their  "treasures”  to 
people  all  over  the  world.  Judy  and  I  attended 
several  coin  and  antique  shows  during  the  past 
couple  months.  Over  and  over  again,  we  heard 
dealers  talking  about  things  that  they  have  been 
selling  on  Ebay.  Many  dealers  are  putting  their 
nicer  pieces  on  Ebay  and  moving  them  rather 
than  having  them  sit  around  in  their  shops  or 
taking  them  to  shows.  The  bottom  line  hasn’t 
changed  though:  better  pieces  are  getting 
better  prices  and  the  common  pieces  are 
bringing  common  prices.  Overpriced  common 
pieces,  generally,  don’t  sell  (  unless  someone 
needs  that  particular  initial  etc).  We  will 
continue  to  do  our  best  to  continue  having  nice 
love  tokens  in  the  Loveletter  for  our  members. 
When  you  have  love  tokens  to  sell,  please 
consign  them  to  the  Loveletter.  For  the  most 
part,  you  will  do  just  as  well  selling  in  the 
Loveletter. 

Please  visit: 

http://www.lovetokensociety.homepage.com/ 


Top  row  officers  from  left  to  right  are  Carol 
Harmes  (VP).  Sid  Qale  (President),  and  Judy 
Qale  (First  Lady).  Bottom  row  from  right  are 
a  few  LTS  members  we  roped  into  being 
photographed  (T om  Baxter  and  Richard 
Burdick).  After  this  photo  we  all  went  to  a 
LTS  banquet  where  we  enjoyed  the  company 
and  love  token  talk  as  much  as  the  food. 


Mail  Bid  Sale  Prices  Realized  — 

Last  Sale  (January  2000) 

CC-I:  $30.00 

S-l :  $16.50 

Z-l:  $62.00 

G-l:  $71.50 

Z-2:  $39.00 

G-2:  $121.00 

Z-3:  $27.50 

G-3:  $90.00 

Love  Token  Sales 

There  are  four  pages  of  love  tokens  in  this 
Loveletter.  Three  pages  contain  love  tokens 
offered  for  sale  at  the  prices  indicated  and  one 
page  is  being  sold  by  auction/mail  bid.  If  you 
see  something  that  you  want,  I  suggest  that 
you  call  and  I  will  reserve  it  for  you  if  it  is  still 
available.  If  you  get  my  answering  machine 
just  tell  me  which  ones  you  want  and  I  will 
reserve  them  for  you.  PLEASE  NOTE  THE 
CLOSING  DATE  OF  THE  MAILBID.  Most 
of  the  mailbid  coins  are  on  our  LTS  website  so 
that  you  can  take  a  closer  look  at  them. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  of  you  just  getting 
familiar  with  love  tokens,  the  following 
comments  may  help.  If  you  are  looking  for 
particular  initials  or  letters  on  a  love  token 
and  you  see  the  correct  letters  but  they  are  not 
listed  in  the  correct  sequence-  Look  very 
carefully  at  the  engraving  to  see  if  the  letters 
could  be  read  the  way  you  want  them  to  be. 

Love  Tokens  with  intertwined  letters  are 
sometimes  difficult  to  decipher.  The  sequence 
of  the  letters  can  often  be  interpreted  or  read 
more  than  one  way.  Give  me  a  call  if  you  are 
not  sure  and  I  will  be  happy  to  look  at  it  again. 

LOVE  TOKEN  MAIL  BID  SALE  CLOSES 
at  8:00  P.M.  [CST1  Monday,  March  6,  | 

2000 

TERMS  OF  SALE 

1.  No  buyers  fee.  Seller  pays  $.50  per  coin 
sold. 

2.  Sellers  may  place  a  reserve  bid. 

3.  All  winning  bids  over  $15.00  will  be 
reduced  to  approximately  10%  above  the 
second  highest  bid.  No  bids  under  $15.00 
will  be  reduced. 

4.  All  bids  must  be  received  by  8:00  PM 
CST  on  the  closing  date  (Monday,  March 
6,  2000).  Phone  bids  are  encouraged,  but 
the  only  information  given  will  be  the 
second  highest  bid. 

5.  Winning  bidders  will  be  notified  by 
mail.  Buyer  must  add  sufficient  postage 
and  insurance  with  payment. 

Abbreviations  and  Terms  Used 

Ger.  -  Germany 
intwd  -  intertwined 

_ II _  -  engraving  on  both  sides 

GB  -  Great  Britain 
Cop  -  copper 

CIS  -  Counterstamp  j 

Engraved  Letters  Are  Underlined 

Grade  -  Standard  ANA  on  the  coin  side. 
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FUN  2000 

As  the  FUN  show  ushered  in  the  new 
millennium,  love  token  collectors  scurried 
around  with  the  hope  of  finding  something 
special  to  buy.  There  was  a  nice  assortment 
of  love  token  jewelry  at  FUN,  and  it  was 
quickly  bought  up  by  collectors.  I  saw  about 
ten  love  token  bracelets,  some  contained 
pictorials  as  well  as  the  usual  initials.  The 
nicest  piece  at  the  show  was  a  gold  watch  fob 
with  eight  enameled  one  dollar  gold  coins 
(see  below). 

It  appears  that  the  prices  of  pictorials  and 
love  token  jewelry  is  on  the  increase.  Good  if 
you  are  selling,  but  not  so  good  if  you  are 
wanting  to  buy.  I  was  able  to  find  a  couple 
countries  I  needed  for  my  love  token  country 
set  as  well  as  a  couple  Indian  head  pennies  for 
my  love  token  Indian  year  set.  I  consider  a 
show  a  success  when  I  can  find  pictorials  or 
fill  gaps  in  my  date  or  type  sets. 

Twelve  members  attended  the  LTS  meeting 
at  FUN.  Sid  Gale  presided  over  the  meeting 
and  talked  about  the  LTS  exhibit  he  prepared 
for  the  show.  LTS  (Sid)  has  been  working  on 
preparing  an  exhibit  which  can  go  on  loan 
when  requested.  This  was  a  trial  run.  After  the 
meeting,  the  members  got  to  visit  and  have  an 
informal  show  and  tell. 

After  the  FUN  show,  Sid  and  I  had  an 
opportunity  to  look  at  a  major  collection  (it 
was  not  for  sale  though).  The  collection 
represented  ten  plus  years  of  aggressive  buying. 
This  combined  with  other  collections  will 
provide  some  interesting  research  data.  I  was 
able  to  add  some  categories  to  my  "guide  for 
collecting  love  tokens”.  I  will  republish  the  list 
in  an  upcoming  love  letter. 

Sincerely,  Carol  Harmes 


Pictured  above  is  an  enlarged  photo  of 
an  English  three  pence.  It  is  inscribed 
"Sanford  to  Hese  19.3.00".  It  was 
presented  to  Hese  to  commemorate 
March  19th.  1900.  I  found  it  interesting 
because  the  double  zeros  were  used  just 
like  we  are  using  them  now  in  2000. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 

I  hope  this  message  finds  you  in  good  health 
and  enjoying  the  new  year.  I  would  like  to 
comment  on  the  message  from  Sid  Gale  in  the 
last  Love  Letter  and  submit  the  following  for 
your  consideration  for  publication  in  the 
upcoming  edition. 

In  the  last  edition  of  the  Love  Letter,  Sid  Gale 
gave  an  interesting  description  of  two  engraved 
silver  dollars  related  to  Christmas.  In  this 
description,  he  says,  "Considering  that  a  man 
received  only  10  cents  a  day  working  at  his 
trade,  a  silver  dollar  was  a  very  expensive  gift.” 
Mr.  Gale’s  point  is  well  taken,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  a  silver  dollar  in  1871  was  worth  far 
more  than  a  dollar  in  2000,  and  was  indeed  a 
considerable  sum.  I  must  disagree,  however, 
that  the  average  wage  in  1871  was  only  10 
cents  a  day. 

Making  some  very  rough  calculations  using  a 
historical  price  index,  I  find  that  a  dollar  in  1871 
was  worth  about  $  14.82  in  today's  money,  and 
assuming  that  an  average  wage  today  would  be 
about  $26,000,  which  works  out  to  $13  an 
hour,  this  would  be  equivalent  to  about  88 
cents  an  hour  in  1871,  or  $7.04  per  day. 
Inflation  was  high  in  1871,  and  the  average 
wage  wouid  only  have  been  aoout  two-thirds 
this  amount  in  I860  and  again  in  1900.  My 
figures  are  certainly  open  to  debate,  but  I  think 
that  regardless  of  how  the  calculations  are 
made,  10  cents  a  day  would  have  been  a  poor 
wage  indeed  in  1871. 

At  any  rate,  I  thank  Sid  for  his  contribution 
and  for  telling  us  about  these  interesting  tokens. 

James  Sparks 
San  Francisco 


Neat  enameled 
watch  fob 
offered  for  sale 
at  the  FUN 
show. 

It  sold  early  on 
in  the  show. 


Second  Call! 
Great  Opportunity  for 
a  Seldom  Seen  Rarity! 


This  enamelled  1787  shilling  which,  if 
not  exactly  a  love  token,  might  be  of 
interest  to  one  of  your  members. 

There  were  just  over  1 15  each  obverse 
and  reverse  dies  employed  in  striking  some 
760,000  1787  shillings  of  both  types.  I 
hope  to  identify  about  half  of  the  dies  as 
part  of  a  study  of  minting  methods  at  the 
Royal  Mint  before  the  advent  of  steam 
machinery. 

As  an  adjunct,  the  study  will  include  a 
survey  of  the  extra-currency  usage  of  these 
shillings:  enamelled,  punch-marked, 
looped,  and  even  one  altered  to  give  poor 
old  George  III  a  horn. 

I  would  very  much  like  to  include  one 
engraved  as  a  love  token.  The  1787 
obverse  design  is  distinctive  enough  so 
that  even  if  the  reverse  with  the  date  is 
erased,  it  still  could  be  identified.  If  not  for 
sale,  I  would  be  pleased  to  pay  for  quality 
photographs  of  both  sides  with  permission 
to  publish. 

My  only  other  interest  in  engraved  coins, 
aka  love  tokens,  is  the  pre-1800  Maundy 
Money  series.  These  are  for  my  pesonal 
collection  and  may  or  may  not  ever  be 
published  so  I  would  only  be  interested  in 
purchasing-  not  photos. 

I  do  not  want  to  just  sell  the  enam¬ 
eled  coin-  just  in  trading  or  as  part- 
trade  in  buying  a  shilling  and/or 
Maundy  piece. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  any  help  you 
can  give. 

Sincerely, 

Harrington  E.  Manville 

4509  49th  Street,  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20016-4344 


202-244-1810 


Love  i  OKen  saies 


rage  i 


H-1 


SAR 


H-2 


BJC 


1883  f 


$8.00 


1887  f 


$8.00 


H-3 


PWW 


1883  f 


$8.00 


H-4 


TMS 


1878  vg  $8.00 


CC-1 


MM 


1883  f 


$8.00 


CC-2 


FJS 


Hald  Dime 

1871 


$9.00 


CC-3 


CWJ 


J-1 


TJE 


J-2 


SHE 


J-3 


KFG 


J-4 


WGR 


J-5 


NMR 


1883  vf  $11.00 


187? 


$6.00 


1884 


$6.00 


1885 


$6.00 


1891 


S6.00 


Blank 


$6.00 


J-6 


JAC 


J-7 


JEC 


J-8 


NTB 


J-9 


WJK 


J-1 0 


FTP 


J-1 1 


R.A. 


iy 


'*  >  i 


fKR? 


1883 


$6.00 


1878 


S6.00 


1877 


$7.00 


1898 


$7.00 


1878 


$7.00 


18?? 


$7.00 


J-1 2 


STBC 


J-1 3 


NM 


J-1 4 


ACW 


J-1 5 


LHSC 


J-1 6 


RWC 


J-1 7 


HGL 


1382 


S7.00  10c 


$7.00  1877  vg 


S7.00 


1882 


$7.00 


1884 


$7.00 


1884 


S8.00 


j-1 8 


AVS 


J-1 9 


JEP 


1887 


$8.00 


<1 854> 


$8.00 


J-20 


Prefab 


J-21 


EAP 


J-22 


GWJ 


J-23 


DTH 


10c 


$8.00 


1875 


$8.00 


1875 


$8.00 


1877 


$8.00 


J-24 


MFH 


J-25 


CBP 


J-26 


MFH 


J-27 


NMcG 


J-28 


WPB 


J-29 


ACB 


1876  f 


$8.00 


1877  f 


$8.00 


1??7 


$8.00 


GB  6p 


$8.00 


1883 


$8.00 


1884 


$8.00 


J-30 


BE 


J-31 


J-32 


WG 


J-33 


LCA 


J-34 


MER 


J-35 


ACT 


1887 


$8  00 


Half  Dime 
Solder 


$8.00 


1882  f 


S8.00 


1884  f 


$8.00 


1877 


$8.00 


Germany  $8.00 


J-36 


EC 


J-37 


GCH 


J-38 


JWD 


J-39 


ABV 


J-40 


GMT 


J-41 


JWY 


Germany 


$3.00 


1878  vf 


$9.00 


18??  g 


$9.00 


1884  f 


$9.00 


877  vf 


$9.00 


1875 


$9.00 


Love  i  oKen  bales 


rage  l 


J-42 


EFA 


J-44 


J-47 


DEC 


J-46 


SCIC 


solder 


HM 


solder 


S9.00 


1891  f 


$9.00 


1876  f 


$9.00 


1876  g 


$9.00 


1886 


$9.00 


1856 


$9.00 


J-48 


MEM 


J-49 


IES 


J-50 


FTS 


J-51 


WWJ 


J-52 


JHG 


J-53 


FHC 


1878  f 


S9.00 


1885  f 


S9.00 


1883  f 


S9.00 


<1 854> 


$9.00 


1856 


$9.00 


Netherlands 


$9.00 


J-54 


TL 


J-55 


O.K.D. 


J-56 


FT 


J-57 


HSH 


J-58 


MLE 


J-59 


WTR 


country/  ?'?  $9.00  1876 

J-60  F.G.  J-61 


$9.00  1886  f 
JFA  J-62 


$9.00  1876  f 
WHA  J-63 


S9.00  1876  vg 
RSC  J-64 


$9.00 

IS 


1876  vf 
J-65 


$9.00 

WGB 


45 

J-66 


S9.00  1877 
MRG  J-67 


S9.00 


1892  vf 


S9.00 


SAP 


J-68 


solder 


$9.00 

EFL 


1845  ag 
J-69 


1875 

J-70 


S9.00 


1883  f 


S9.00 


J-71 


HCB 


1875 


$9.00 


J-72 


FP 


Blank 


$9.00 


J-73 


NEM 


1857 


$9.00 


J-74 


MMB 


1878  f 


$9.00 


J-75 


EGA 


1857 


J-76 


$9.00  GB  3p 
THL  J-77 


$9.00 

FLC 


1877  f 


S9.00 


1877 


$9.00 


1877  f 


$9.00 


1884  vf  $9.00 


1875  vg  $9.00 


<1855>  ac  $10.00 


J-78 


BHL 


J-79 


EJD 


J-80 


CAW 


J-81 


WFM 


J-82 


AWP 


J-83 


BEB 


1875  f 


$10.00 


1875  vg  $10.00 


1875 


$10.00 


1887  vf  $10.00 


1882  vf  $10.00 


10c 


$10.00 


:1854>  g  $10.00 


1891  f 


$10.00 


1883  vf  $10.00 


1883  f 


$12.00 


1977  f 


$12.00 


10c 


$12.00 


J-84 


.I-R5 


FAG 


J-86 


MFD 


J-87 


MRE 


J-88 


FAK 


J-89 


MF/HB 


Love  i  oK.en  L>aies 


rage  o 


AP  /  AR 


J-93 


HHG 


Blank 


$9.00 


18//  vg 


$9.00 


1883  vf 


S9.00 


1882 


$9.00 


1883 


$9.00 


Germany  $9.00 


G-13 


EHP 


G-14 


WH 


G-1 5 


CMC 


G-16 


MGW 


G-17 


DIN 


G-18 


JEM 


1873 


$8  00 


878  vg  $8.00 


$8.00 


1891 


$8.00 


1877  f 


$8.00 


886 


$8.00 


LFW 


JMMG 


AGA 


AER 


FAP 


S8.00 


1897 


S8.00 


Foreign 


S8.00 


1877 


S8.00 


$8.00 


1878 


$8.00 


MHC 


B-i  0  FB 


B-i  1  FB 


B-12  FWT 


B-i  3  LS 


PAY 


$7.00 

c  \ 


$6.00 


MOA 


G-4 


FCS 


G-5 


G-6 


EWS 


1895  25c  $12.00 


1845  $9.00 


1882  vf  $8.00 


10c  $8.00 


1870  g  $9.00  ; 


G-7 


G-8 


$9.00 


1857  vg 


$8.00 


1882  vf 


$9.00 


1876  g 


$8.00 


1875 


$8.00 


JL/KHS 


J-92 


$12.00 


$12.00 


1890 


$12.00 


10c 


B-14 


TW 


Z-2 


Z-7 


oc 


Lincoln  1c  $2.00 


10c 


FWW 


Z-3 


$8.00 


1885 


preform 


Z-9 


$4.00 


1883 


MHT 


Z-4 


S8.00 


1883  vf 


LTV 


Z-10 


$5.00 


1891 


$8.00 


Blank 


PFK 


Z-11 


$6.00 


1840 


DGS 


$7.00 


GB  3p 


Z-12 


$6.00 


10c 


n-i 


CW  G-2 


JWU 


G-3 


25c 


$13.00 


half  dime 
1857  $9.00 


IBE 


G-9 


HG/KKA 


$8.00 


Blank 


$8.00 


Canada  $10.00 


1876  g 


NIK 


G-1 0 


LYD 


G-1 1 


G-12 


Love  Token  Mail  Bic!  Sales  • 


A-i  Enameled  25c.  A  “Green  Harp”  with  a 

Black  “F”  on  the  left  and  a  Black  “B”  on  the 
right.  Below  are  “Green  Clovers”.  There  is 
also  black  enamel  along  the  rim  except  where 
chipped  between  2:00  and  4:00.  The  reverse 
has  small  pin  parts  remaining. 

A-2  “Albert”  with  a  nice  border  on  a  <1854> 
vg  quarter. 

A-3  “Clara”  within  a  square.  There  are  also 
nicely  done  designs  around  the  border.  Pin 
parts  on  the  reverse. 

A-4  “FOB”  is  engraved  within  a  very  finely 
detailed  design  on  a  1861  Half  Dollar  that 
would  grade  VF.  A  pin  has  been  removed. 

A-5  “Jennie”  with  a  border  on  a  quarter. 

)  A-6  “GAS”  with  detailed  designs  on  a  <1854>  25c. 

A-7  “  Pop  Out  Kennedy  Face”  on  a  1 964  Half. 

N-l  4  Dimes:  GSM  (1891  F);  CWM  (1875); 

WPC  (1884)  and  PAG  (1877  f)-  These 
would  usually  be  listed  at  $9.00-$  10.00  each. 


N-2  3  Dimes  and  a  Sterling  Disk:  JPB  on  a  disk: 

VAD  (1883  vf);  AMB  (<1874>  f):  JLB 
(1886  f).  Would  seil  for  $9.00  each. 

■  N-3  4  Dimes:  CCT  (GB  3p);  ERC  (Blank):  TCE 

(1882);  and  D/CMF  (10c).  Nice  at  $8.00  each. 

A-8  “Clarence”  on  a  1891  Morgan  Silver  Dollar. 

N-4  4  Dimes:  JJW(lOc);  HFC(18?6);  CHT/VLR 

(10c);  and  ALR  (1883  f).  $8.00  each 
love  tokens. 

N-5  4  Dimes:  WHJ  (1876  f);  WSC  (Blank);  HWC 

(1889  vf):  and  OFG  (1890  f). 

N-6  6  Dimes:  VVRD  (1877);  HLG(<1874>);  RF 

(1882);  WLW  (1883  f);  CES  (1876  f)  and 
JMR  (1899).  All  $8.00  each  love  tokens. 

E-l  1855  Type -2  gold  dollar  with  a  loop.  This  is 
not  a  love  token.  It  is  a  jewelry  piece. 

E-2  1862  Type-3  gold  dollar  with  a  hole  in  it.  Not 

a  love  token. 


f 


Tip  of  the  Token 

To  the  following  LTS  members  and  friends  who 
contributed  articles  and  letters  for  the  newsletter 
in  1 999: 

^  Bob  Wester 
*  Charles  Banks 
**  Bill  Fivaz 
^  Carol  Harmes 
^  Sid  Gale 

^  Eugene  and  Lee  Anne  Freeman 
^  Tom  Casper 
^  Ernie  Turnes 
^  George  Bilodeau.  Jr. 

**  Rose  Bloomfield 

^  and  the  over  40  LTS  members  who  contributed  to  Lloyd  Entenmann's 
dedication  issue. 


**  To  Mary  Hammel.  LTS  graphic  artist  for  six  excellent,  graphically  enhanced 
newsletters  in  1999. 

**  To  LTS  officers  for  continued,  dedicated  service  to  the  organization  in  1999. 


Add  send  contributions  to  LTS  newsletter  to  your  “to  do”  list  in  2000! 


Ordering 
Love  Tokens 


Please  make  checks  payable  to: 

Sid  Qale 
P.O.  Box  970 
Mandeville,  L7\  70470 
(504)  626-3867 


In  remitting,  please 
do  not  forget  to 
include  the  postage  as  follows: 
Orders  up  to  $50.00  add  $1.50; 
up  to  $100.00,  add  $2.75; 
up  to  $150.00,  add  $3.50; 
up  to  $200.00,  add  $4.50; 
up  to  $300.00,  add  $5.00; 
up  to  $400.00,  add  $7.00; 
over  $400.00,  add  $8.75. 


Jl  cure  (7  ettez 

Love  Token  Society  Newsletter 


Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Road 
Manhattan ,  KS  66503 


Carol  Harmes 
1509  Main  Street 
Sarasota  FL 

34236 


Love  Token 
Society  Officers 


President 

Sid  Gale 
P.O.  Box  970 
Mandeville,  LA  70470 
(504)  626-3867 
sidgale@chescom.  net 

Vice  President 

Carol  Harmes 
5145  Admiral  Place 
Sarasota,  FL  3423 1 
(941)  922-3787 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Barbara  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Road 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 
(785)  539-1831 
barbnew@ksu.edu 

love  Letter  Editor 

Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Road 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 
(785)  539-1831 
rcn@ksu.edu 


Love  Letter  Layout/Design 

Mary  Hammel 
Manhattan,  KS 


A  Token  of  Affection 


Some  love  stories  are  just  pretty.  The  best  are 
made  more  beautiful  because  of  their  simplicity 
and  sincerity.  I'd  like  to  tell  you  such  a  story. 

William  Drummond  Craig  loved  Cordelia 
Ellen  Carr  and  the  morning  after  their  wedding 
on  October  31,1 886,  William  gave  Cordelia  a 
"love  token"  -  a  small  gold  dollar  coin  inscribed 
with  the  initials  "DC"  on  one  side  and  the 
name  "Cordelia"  on  the  other. 

William  and  Cordelia  were  the  parents  of 
Irma  Ethel  Craig  (Doggett).  Irma  (called  Ethel) 
was  the  grandmother  of  the  present  owner  of 
the  token,  Ann  Doggett  Atkins.  The  two 
women  pictured  in  the  top  photo  are  Ethel  on 
the  leftand  Cordelia  on  the  right.  William  is  the 
fine  looking  gentleman  in  the  bottom  photo. 
The  letter  in  the  middle  was  written  by  Cordelia 
explaining  the  significance  of  the  coin  to  her 
daughter. 

William  and  Cordelia's  love  for  each  other 
has  been  enshrined  for  the  ages  by  their  great 
granddaughter.  Ann,  who  cherishes  both  the 
love  token  and  the  loving  heritage  passed  along 
with  it. 

This  to  me  is  one  of  the  best  reasons  to 
collect  love  tokens  -  these  small  gifts  that 
represent  the  best  of  what  makes  us  human: 
Simple  acts  of  love. 

Sue  White 

Submitted  by  Archie  Taylor 


New  Members 

#978  Larry  Sanderson 

Box  907 

Littlefield,  TX  79339 

#979  Gary  Sierk 

5618  32nd  Street 
Arlington.  VA  22207 

#980  Charles  Blaisdell 

44  Bear  Road 
Newton,  NH  03858 

#981  Vickie  Chasteen 

2212  Rhea  Road 
Knoxville,  TN  37871 

#982  Leslie  Russell 

7 1 1  Bruner  Road 
Strawberry  Plains,  TN  37871 

#983  Pam  Minnich 

327  Echodale  Lane 
Knoxville,  TN  37920 

#984  Jerry  Bonicard 

15270  Wadesboro  Road 
Ponchatoula,  LA  70454-75C 

#985  Lowell  Torbitt 

720  Acadia  Road 
Valparaiso,  IN  46385 

#986  Donald  Petrone 

29  Pearl  Street 
Natick,  MA  01760 

#987  Linda  Henderson 

815  Athenia  Way 
Duncanville.  TX  75137 

#988  Lila  Glick 

1412  Meadow  Drive  NE 
Winter  Haven,  FL  33881 

#989  Bob  Perdue 

3215  Hardacre  Court 
New  Castle,  IN  47362 

#990  Carry  W.  McKinney 

739  NE  Quimby  Ave. 

Bend.  OR  97701 

#991  Jay  Woodside 

1 1262  Olive  Blvd. 

St.  Louis.  MO  63141 

#992  Louis  F.  Wilson 

29350  Sam  Way 
Punta  Gordo,  FL  33882 


Financial  Statement 

General  Funds 

Balance  January  30,  2000 

$6,462.60 

Receipts 

New  members 

150.00 

Membership  dues 

800.00 

Donations 

20.00 

Sale  of  Entenmann  books 

1  16.00 

Interest  (Bank  Account)  -  February 

7.50 

March 

8.60 

Commission  of  coin  sales 

19.00 

Total  Receipts 

1,121.10 

Subtotal 

$7,583.70 

Expenses 

Check  #357  -  Florida  United  Numismatics  (FUN) 

15.00 

(2000  membership  dues) 

Check  #358  -  Canadian  Numismatic  Association 

33.00 

(2000  membership  dues) 

Check  #359  -  Kinko's  (gift  cards) 

7.83 

Check  #360  -  IMC  (graphic  work-  LTS  #187) 

95.59 

Check  #361  -  Kinko's  (duplication  -  LTS  #187) 

123.68 

Check  #362  -  U.S.  Post  Office  (postage-  LTS  #187' 

99.00 

Check  #363  -  Nancy  Rosin  (videotape) 

52.95 

Check  #364  -  U.S.  Post  Office 

6.61 

(misc.  recruitment  mailings) 

Check  #365  -  U.S.  Post  Office  (misc.  mailings) 

8.70 

Check  #366  -  Lloyd  Entenmann 

1  16.00 

(transfer  of  book  sale  funds) 

Check  #367  -  U.S.  Post  Office  (misc.  mailings) 

10.14 

Total  Expenses 

$568.50 

Balance  March  3 1 ,  2000 

$7,015.20 

Permanent  Fund  -  Audubon  Savings  &  Loan  Association 

1  year  certificate  of  deposit 

$655.50 

Membership  Report 

Membership  -  January  3 1 .  2000 

209 

New  members 

15 

Leave  of  absence  (Bob  Wester) 

1 

Membership  as  of  March  31,  2000 

223 

Barbara  Newhouse  -  Secretary /Treasurer 

ATTENTION!!! 

Sid  Gale  has  a  NEW  e-mail  address: 
sidgale@chescom.net 


Mystery  of  a 
Monogram 

One  question  continually  asked  by  love 
token  enthusiasts  is  how  to  read  a  monogram 
on  a  love  token.  A  monogram  is  a  combination 
of  two  to  four  letters  which  are  entwined.  They 
are  common  and  appear  on  many  love  tokens. 
The  question  is.  which  letter  represents  the  first 
name  and  which  one  is  for  the  last  name? 
While  I  don't  have  a  definite  answer  to  the 
question,  a  picture  I  located  shows  how  one 
engraver  read  the  monogram  he  engraved. 

At  a  recent  flea  market  I  picked  up  a  booklet 
from  the  Stone  Practical  School  of  Watch- 
makingof  St.  Paul,  MN.  The  school  also  taught 
engraving.  The  booklet,  from  1906,  has  three 
pictures  of  fancy  engraved  letters  done  by 
students.  It  also  has  a  picture  of  a  three  letter 
monogram  (shown  below)  done  by  an 
unnamed  student.  According  to  the  picture, 
the  engraver  read  them  as  S.S.W. 

If  this  monogram  had  appeared  on  a  love 
token,  S.S.W.  would  have  been  one  of  the 
three  possible  combinations  which  I  would 
have  considered.  When  looking  at  this  mono¬ 
gram  it  is  difficult  to  see  that  the  W.  represents 
the  last  name. 

Schools  such  as  this  one  probably  trained 
many  of  the  engravers  who  produced  the 
beautifully  engraved  love  tokens  we  so  avidly 
collect  today.  Other  than  this  example  it  is  rare 
to  find  the  engraver  or  owner  of  a  love  token 
who  can  explain  the  correct  order  of  letters. 


-  Tom  Casper 


Monogram  from  the  Stone  Practical 
School  of  Watchmaking  booklet, 
page  13. 


My  Favorite  Love  Token?  That's  Easy! 

Ernie  Turnes,  LTS  #886 


Sometimes  when  people  see  my  love  tokens  they  ask  me  to  name  my  favorite.  I  answer 
quickly.  It  is  a  25th  anniversary  piece  engraved  on  the  reverse  of  a  1 904  Morgan  silver  dollar, 
one  of  only  two  silver  dollar  love  tokens  I  own. 

The  engraving  reads  "25th  Anniversary  ofJ.P.P.  and  M.P.  May  18th  1879-1904".  It  features 
a  single  bow  wreath  around  the  text. 

It's  my  favorite  for  a  couple  of  reasons.  For  one.  it  is  a  beautifully  inscribed  piece.  I  wish 
we  had  the  means  here  to  display  the  detail.  Second,  I  like  that  it's  a  commemorative  piece. 
In  May  of  1904,  I  wonder  how  Mr.  P.  presented  it  to  Mrs.  P.,  his  bride  of  25  years.  Was  it 
at  some  festive  anniversary  party?  Or  was  it  just  the  two  of  them?  And  how  did  she  respond? 
Or  did  someone  else  present  it  to  both  of  them?  We'll  probably  never  know. 

The  third  reason  that  it's  my  favorite  is  the  way  that  I  acquired  it.  At  a  Baltimore  Coin  Club 
meeting  in  early  1 995  I  mentioned  to  a  fellow  officer  that  I  had  just  bought  two  love  tokens 
(from  Lloyd  Entenmann)  made  from  mercury  dimes,  my  primary  collecting  interest  at  that 
time.  Thinking  that  I  was  beginning  to  collect  love  tokens,  he  brought  the  anniversary  piece 
to  the  next  meeting  and  asked  if  I  would  like  to  have  it. 

I  wasn't  sure.  I  really  wasn't  collecting  love  tokens  at  that  time  (even  though  I  had  the  two 
dimes)  and  I  didn't  know  the  price.  When  he  said  that  I  could  have  it  for  what  he  paid  for 
it  years  earlier,  $20,  I  said  okay  and  it  was  mine.  To  be  honest,  at  that  time  I  didn't  realize 
what  a  good  purchase  it  was. 

I'm  not  the  only  one  who  likes  the  piece.  As  reported  in  the  Love  Letter  issues  No.  171, 
in  1997  a  friend  borrowed  it  and  took  it  to  a  jeweler  as  a  model  for  engraving  a  1997  Silver 
Eagle  to  commemorate  he  and  his  bride's  25th  wedding  anniversary.  It  is  mounted  in  a  silver 
bezel  and  she  often  wears  it  on  a  necklace  when  they  go  out  with  my  wife  and  I. 

By  the  way,  my  other  silver  dollar  love  token  is  an  1881  Morgan  inscribed  The  first  Dollar 
I  earned  B.W.W.,  found  for  me  by  the  man  who  sold  me  the  anniversary  piece.  I  paid  $10 
for  it,  also  in  early  1995. 


Ernie  Turnes'  1904 
Morgan  silver  dollar 
love  token 


- - 
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July/August  may  be  your  last  Love  Letter  issue  if  we  don't  find  replacements  for  Bob 
and  Barb  Newhouse.  PLease  consider  serving  LTS  in  one  of  their  positions.  Don't 
hesitate-  come  forward  immediately-  the  Newhouses  provide  free,  non-stressful 
"training" ! 

_ 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE  from  Sid  Gale 


The  ANA  World’s  Fair  of  Money  show  is  rapidly  approaching! ! ! ! ! !  Yes,  put  it  on  your  calendars 
and  make  your  reservations.  When????  August  9-13,  2000,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Convention 
Center.  1201  Arch  Street.  Philadelphia,  PA. 

There  are  several  questions  that  we  have  to  answer  and  find  solutions  for  in  order  to  get  ready 
for  the  show.  I .  Will  we  have  a  meeting?  -Yes.  2.  Will  there  be  at  least  three  love  token  exhibits 
being  exhibited?  -  I  hope  so,  because  the  Love  Token  Society  sponsors  the  awards  and  it  would 
be  very  embarrassing  if  we  didn’t.  3.  Will  the  Love  Token  Society  have  a  booth?  -  Do  we  have 
any  volunteers?????? 

At  this  point  I  don’t  know  who  is  going  to  the  ANA,  but  we  will  have  a  meeting.  I  will  schedule 
one  on  either  Friday  or  Saturday  depending  on  the  times  available.  If  you  are  going,  please  consider 
submitting  a  exhibit.  Contact  me  for  details  on  exhibiting  if  you  are  not  sure  of  what  to  do  etc. 
Exhibiting  requires  some  hard  work  getting  it  together  but  it  is  also  a  lot  of  fun  and  you  will  be 
happy  that  you  did  it.  Also,  we  will  need  some  volunteers  if  we  are  going  to  have  a  Love  Token 
Society  Booth  at  the  show.  Please  call  me  [504-626-3867]  and  sign  up  for  a  timeframe  by  May 
15th.  If  we  have  enough  people  to  signup  we  will  do  it. 

Election  of  officers  is  just  around  the  corner  also.  The  President,  Vice-president,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  offices  are  available  plus  two  volunteer  jobs—  editor  and  love  token  sales.  For  the  past 
1 0  years  Bob  and  3arbara  Newhouse  have  served  as  our  editor  of  the  newsletter  and  as  secretary 
/treasurer,  respectively.  Unfortunately,  they  both  feel  that  it  is  time  to  “turn  those  reins"  over  to 
someone  else.  Considering  that,  we  have  to  find  replacements  for  Barbara  Newhouse  as  Secretary/ 
Treasurer  and  Bob  Newhouse  as  Editor  of  the  “Loveletter”.  Additionally,  we  need  a  volunteer 
to  do  the  coin  sale  and  mailbid.  Please  call  me  [504-626-3867]  if  you  feel  that  you  are  willing  to 
assume  the  responsibilities  of  any  of  these  jobs  by  May  15th  also. 

Generally  speaking,  the  President  and  Vice  President  should  be  able  to  attend  one  or  more  of 
the  major  coin  shows  each  year  ie.  FUN,  ANA,  Long  Beach  etc. 

The  candidate  for  Secretary/Treasurer  should  have  a  computer  and  emaii  capability  plus  the  time 
to  work  at  home  keeping  up  the  databases  etc.  The  secretary  /  treasurer  keeps  track  of  our 
membership,  sends  applications  for  those  inquiring  about  joining,  collects  dues  etc.  The  positive 
is  that  they  have  the  opportunity  to  talk  with  and  correspond  with  collectors  from  all  over  the 
country. 

The  volunteer  for  editor  should  have  a  computer  and  the  ability  to  do  some  graphic  design  work 
or  know  of  someone  who  can  be  subcontracted  to  do  the  newsletter  for  a  reasonable  bi-monthly 
fee. 

It  helps  if  the  volunteer  for  love  token  coin/sales  has  a  computer  but  not  absolutely  necessary. 
He/she  just  needs  the  time  to  put  the  pages  together  and  tend  to  the  calls  and  mail  etc  when  it 
comes  in.  It  is  a  very  enjoyable  job  but  does  take  some  time. 

To  put  it  very  bluntly,  we  need  volunteers  for  these  jobs  or  the  future  of  the  Love  Token 
Society  is  in  jeopardy. 

Visit:  http://www.lovetokensociety.homepage.com/.  This  is  our  Love  Token  Society  web  page. 
We  have  had  several  inquires  from  people  who  have  found  the  web  site  and  subsequently 
requested  applications.  I  need  your  help  in  keeping  it  fresh.  Please  send  me  pictures  of  your 
favorite  love  tokens  or  any  others  that  would  be  of  interest. 

This  issue  has  only  one  page  of  love  tokens/  coins  for  sale.  We  will  not  have  a  mailbid.  I  need 
material  to  sell.  If  you  are  considering  selling  some  of  your  excess  love  tokens,  please  send  them 
in.  To  fill  in  the  page  this  time  I  have  included  some  gold  coins  that  one  of  our  members  submitted. 
This  is  an  exception.  Some  are  low  grade  and  could  be  used  to  make  a  love  token  from.  Please 
go  through  your  collections  and  pull  out  the  pieces  that  "just  don’t  fit"  and  send  them  in.  You 
can  tell  me  how  much  you  want  for  them  or,  if  you  prefer.  I  will  assign  a  value.  If  it  is  a  nicer 
piece  we  can  put  it  in  the  mailbid  and  let  the  bidders  decide  what  it  is  worth. 


% 

Ordering 
Love  Tokens 

Please  make  checks  payable  to: 

Sid  Qale 
P.O.  Box  970 
Mandeville,  L7\  70470 
(504)  626  3867 

In  remitting,  please 
do  not  forget  to 
include  the  postage  as  follows: 
Orders  up  to  $50.00  add  $1.50: 
up  to  $100.00,  add  $2.75: 
up  to  $150.00,  add  $3.50: 
up  to  $200.00,  add  $4.50: 
up  to  $300.00,  add  $5.00: 
up  to  $400.00,  add  $7.00; 
over  $400.00,  add  $8.75. 

*C. _ !> 


VICE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 


Carol  Harmes 


A  Token  of  My 
Affection 

Love  tokens  are  mementos  of  friendship, 
family  bonds,  and  love.  They  can  also  com¬ 
memorate  events,  special  dates,  births,  deaths, 
or  anniversaries.  Some  are  miniature  love  letters 
with  thoughts  and  messages  of  love.  While 
most  love  tokens  have  only  engraved  initials, 
the  more  unusual  ones  have  landscapes,  pic¬ 
tures  of  objects,  or  special  messages.  The 
pictorials  may  hold  a  locked  message  to  which 
sometimes  only  the  recipient  has  the  key,  while 
written  messages  and  sayings  are  more  obvious 
in  their  meanings. 

Landscapes  and  other  pictorials  may  have 
had  special  meaning  for  the  individuals  in¬ 
volved,  or  these  may  have  been  crafted  just  for 
their  beauty.  A  heart  would  speak  of  love  and 
a  horseshoe  of  luck.  Floweres  contained  a 
secret  language  for  lovers.  Today  we  associate 
the  various  colors  of  roses  with  different  mean¬ 
ings,  but  in  Victorian  times  every  flower  had  its 
own  meaning.  Moon  and  star  images  may  have 
reminded  lovers  of  gazing  at  the  stars  under  a 
moonlit  night,  or  perhaps  a  wish  made  upon  a 
star.  Other  objects  may  have  shown  hobbies  of 
special  interest  like  skating,  music,  art,  or 
sports.  Landscapes  may  represent  special  places 
visited. 

Many  love  tokens  are  engraved  on  only  one 
side.  This  is  the  case  with  most  love  tokens 
bearing  only  initials.  With  pictorials  though,  it 
is  more  common  to  have  one  side  engraved 
with  the  picture  and  the  other  side  with  initials. 
With  twice  the  engraving,  this  extra  expense  of 
either  time  or  money  would  certainly  have 
shown  the  recipient  how  special  they  must 
have  been  to  the  giver. 

Love  tokens  made  into  jewelry  would  also 
have  been  more  costly.  Additional  money 
would  have  been  needed  for  both  the  labor  and 
the  gold  or  silver  neckchains.  bracelet  bands, 
watch  chains,  pin  parts,  etc.  Love  token  jewelry 
was  a  memento  of  a  personal  bond,  and  as 
such,  a  constant  reminder  of  the  giver.  Single 
love  tokens  not  in  jewelry  form  may  have  been 
forgotten  about  and  left  in  a  drawer.  The  extra 
expense  of  jewelry  may  have  been  well  worth 
it  to  an  interested  beau  vying  for  the  attention 
of  his  lady. 


The  people  of  that  era  were  social,  sentimental, 
and  had  a  penchant  for  collecting  souvenirs. 
Eclecticism  symbolized  this  period.  Souvenirs 
from  travels  were  collected  and  displayed  in 
parlors  full  of  bric-a-brac.  With  the  start  of  the 
industrial  age,  there  was  more  leisure  time  for 
hobbies.  "Sunday  painters"  worked  hard  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  and  went  to  the  country  on 
weekends  to  sketch  and  relax.  Landscapes  were 
a  common  theme  for  painting  and  also  carried 
over  into  love  token  designs.  Love  tokens  were 
the  embodiment  of  the  culture.  Many  were 
made  by  skilled  artisans,  but  others  were  done 
by  the  giver.  Some  may  have  been  fashioned  by 
skilled  "Sunday  painters"  while  others  were 
done  by  novices.  This  would  explain  the 
differences  in  the  quality  of  the  engraving. 
Those  done  by  the  giver  may  have  served 
different  purposes.  Some  people  may  not  have 
had  the  money  to  commission  a  piece  while 
others  may  have  wanted  to  do  the  work  to 
make  the  love  token  more  meaningful  or  sen¬ 
timental. 

The  sentimentality  of  the  era  also  shows  up 
in  other  jewelry.  Lockets,  with  pictures  of  loved 
ones,  were  popular  for  both  women  and  men. 
The  lockets  for  men  were  usually  square  in 
shape  and  used  as  fobs  on  watch  chains.  Locks 
of  hair  were  curled  or  woven  into  pins,  rings, 
and  watch  chains.  People  could  then  carry  a 
tangible  reminder  of  their  loved  ones.  Bar  pins 
were  crafted  with  names,  initials,  or  some 
designation  like  "  Mother"  or  Baby" .  The  names 
were  generally  applied  with  raised  metal,  but  a 
few  were  engraved.  These  are  similar  to  love 
tokens  and  were  probably  given  for  the  same 
reasons. 

Unfortunately  the  love  token  trend  ended, 
but  it  left  us  with  a  legacy  of  beautifully 
decorated  coins.  History  is  embedded  in  the 
engraving  and  relationships  are  memorialized. 
The  tradition  is  still  alive  in  a  limited  fashion 
today.  Hand  engraving  is  no  longer  readily 
available  or  cost  effective.  Currently  few  love 
tokens  are  made  by  hand  or  machine.  However, 
there  is  a  group  of  love  token  collectors  who 
painstakingly  look  for  loved  one's  initials  on 
coins  to  re-gift.  This  practice  can  range  from 
difficult  to  impossible  when  looking  for  two  or 
three  specific  initials.  This  makes  collecting 
single  initial  love  tokens  popular. 

- 


I  propose  that  collectors  look  for  initials  that 
are  abbreviations  for  a  secret  message.  A  dealer 
friend  gave  me  a  love  token  that  had  "B.P  " 
engraved  on  it.  I  suggested  that  love  tokens 
conveyed  feelings  when  originally  given,  and 
he  would  have  to  give  it  a  meaning.  He  quickly 
came  up  with  "beautiful  peson",  but  was  then 
a  little  embarassed,  since  he  didn't  intend  it  as 
a  flirtation.  I  knew  right  away  what  he  meant 
and  was  very  touched.  I  will  always  remember 
the  thought  fondly. 

Another  lovely  example  of  special  meaning  is 
a  love  token  that  was  mailed  to  me  by  a 
complete  stranger.  She  had  read  my  article  on 
love  tokens  in  the  Frebruary  2000  issues  of  the 
Numismatist  (the  ANA  member  publication). 
The  coin  had  been  sitting  in  her  jewelry  box  for 
some  time.  She  recognized  it  as  a  love  token 
and  mailed  it  to  me  for  my  collection.  It  is  on 
an  1853  quarter  and  is  engraved  "H.R.".  I  have 
labeled  this  one  "Honored  Recipient". 

A  beautiful  example  of  re-gifting  is  a  love 
token  Sid  Gale  gave  Judy  before  they  were 
married.  A  flower  and  "J.G."  were  engraved  on 
it.  The  "G"  was  not  Judy's  surname,  but  Sid's 
iast  name.  Although  they  were  not  engaged,  it 
indicated  his  intentions,  love,  and  hope  for  the 
future.  The  flower  also  had  special  meaning 
because  Judy  was  a  floral  designer. 

What  stories  could  your  love  tokens  tell?  We 
need  you  to  be  the  voice  for  your  love  tokens. 
LTS  is  having  an  essay  contest.  Picture  a  love 
token,  either  real  or  imagined,  then  make  up  a 
story  about  it.  Here  are  some  examples:  love 
lost:  young  love:  lovers  separated:  two  love 
tokens  from  rival  suitors-  which  one  wins  the 
girl?:  how  many  times  a  love  token  is  given  and 
the  stories  of  the  hands  it  has  touched. 

Winners  will  be  selected  by  the  editor  and 
published  in  the  Love  Letter.  The  prizes  are  the 
photo  collage  pictures  made  by  Bill  Fivaz.  The 
deadline  is  June  first,  so  get  to  work.  I  hope  you 
are  sufficiently  inspired,  and  I  am  looking 
forward  to  the  results. 

Sincerely,  Carol  Harmes 

(((  '  \ 

Love  Token 

Essay  Contest 

Entries  must  be  mailed  to  Robert 
Newhouse  and  received  by  June  1st. 
Read  all  about  it  in  the  Vice  President's 
Message. 

L— —  —  . — J 


Love  Token  Sales  Page  1 


H-1 


1883 


ASR 


H-2 


JBC  H-3 


5MT 


$8.00  1 1 887  f  $8.00  |1 878  vg 


$8.00 


J-1- 


J.W.D 


18??  g 


$9.00 


J-2 


EDC 


1876  f 


$9.00 


J-3 


1876  vf 


WTR 


$9.00 


J-4 


1875  f 


IS  J-5 


AWHJ-6 


GWB 


J-7 


EFL 


J-8 


MMB 


J-9 


$9.00  1892  vf  $9.00  1883  f 


$9.00 


1878  f 


$9.00 


1877  f 


$9.00 


1884  vf 


EGA 


$9.00 


J-10 


10c 


BEB  J-11 


BLH  J-12 


LWF 


J-1 3 


HGL 


J-1 4 


J-1 5 


$10.00  1875  f  $10.00  1883  f 


$12.00 


1886  vf 


$8.00 


half  dime 
Solder 


$8.00 


1876  f 


HSH 


$9.00 


J-1 6 


solder 

1857 


IF  J-1 7 


FTS  J-1 8 


FHC 


J-1 9 


WFM 


B-1 


hg/kk;  b 


$9.00  1883  f 


$9.00  |Netherlan<  $9.00 


1887  vf  $10.00 


10c 


$8.00 


Blank 


EY 


$8.00 


B-3 


1877  f 


FLWB-4 


LN  B-5 


EAR 


B-6 


AFP 


M-1 


MEH 


M-2 


$8.00  iForeign 


$8.00  1887  f 


$8.00 


1878  vg  $8.00 


1875 


$10.00 


1882  f 


FJJ 


$9.00 


M-3 


1884  vf 


JPM  M-4 


MGWm-5 


HMG 


M-6 


HJM 


M-7 


WAL 


M-8 


$9.00  1891 


$9.00  1885  vf  $8.00 


1882  f 


$8.00 


885 


$7.00 


188? 


EP 


$7.00 


Z-1 


gb  3P 


PAY  Z-2 


FWWZ-3 


MHT 


Z-4 


Z-5 


DGS 


5  Franc 


$7.00  1876  g 


$7.00  1  88  5 


$8.00 


1883  vf  $8.00 


Blank 


$7.00 


860 


$40.00 


E-2 


5  Franc  E-3 


l  Guinnea|E-4  1/2  Guinnea 


1863 


$40.00  1774 


E-5 

Octagonal  1/2  Dolla 


E-6 

rjRound  $1.00 


Octagocral  $1 .00 


$125.00  1794 


$75.00 


1865 


$35.00 


857 


$35.00 


853 


$50.00 


Tip  of  the  Token 

*  To  Nancy  Rosin  from  the  ITS  members,  who  recently 
purchased  a  copy  of  her  newly  released  videotape: 

The  Valentine  &  Expressions  of  Love  The  103-minute 
documentary  video  traces  valentines  over  17  centuries  and 
includes  rare  folk  art,  letter  valentines,  exquisite  paper  lace 
cards,  historic  photos  and  film  dips-  all  examples  from  Nancy 


's  personal  archives. 


NOTE:  The  LTS  copy  of  the  videotape  is  available  on 
an  on-loan  basis.  To  borrow  LTS's  copy  of  the 
videotape  for  personal  or  club  viewing,  contact  the 
Newhouse's.  To  purchase  your  own  copy,  please  call 
(800)  637-2264. 


First  Find! 


Ingwall  Hansen  has  been  a  metal  detector  for 
45  years.  Dated  1837. 
this  quarter  is  the  first 
love  token  he  has 
ever  found. 

Congrats.  Inge! 


"If  only  coins  could  talk. " 


In  Memorial 

John  J.  Smies,  who  served  as  director  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association's 
Certification  Service  in  1 980.  died  Jan.  28  in 
Manhattan.  KS.  Mr.  Smies.  83,  was  a  life 
member  of  the  ANA  and  the  Professional 
Numismatics  Guild.  He  seived  as  Executive 
Director  of  the  PNG  at  one  time. He  began 
coin  collecting  and  dealing  following  his 
retirement  from  the  U.S.  Navy  in  1956.  in 
which  he  served  22  years.  He  operated 
Smies  Coin  Shop  in  Courtland.  KS.  and  last 
had  a  table  at  an  ANA  show  in  1991.  In 
addition  to  U.S.  coins.  Mr.  Smies  (LTS 
#630)  specialized  in  love  tokens,  winning  a 
first  place  exhibit  award  at  the  ANA 
convention  in  1991. 

Mr.  Smies  specialized  in  gold  love  tokens 
and  had  assembled  one  of  the  largest 
collections  of  which  we  are  aware.  He  will 
be  missed  as  a  member  of  LTS  and  our 
thoughts  are  with  his  family. 

Those  interested  in  purchasing  pieces  of 
his  collection  can  contact  his  son,  David 
Smies,  at  3 1 5  S.  4th  Street,  Manhattan,  KS 
66502,  or  call  (785)  776-1433. 


JL  ope  (7  ettez 


Love  Token  Society  Newsletter 


Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Road 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 


WARNING!  If  this  box 
contains  an  X,  this  is  your 
last  issue  of  the  Love  Letter 
Please  send  $10.00  ASAP 
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Essay  Contest  Winner 


“While  the  following  story  does  not  deal  with  a  love 
token  in  the  strict  sense,  it  does  concern  an  engraved 
coin  and  love,  and  therefore  might  he  of  interest  to 
love  token  afficionados." 

■  James  Sparks  # 888,  San  Francisco 

Levi  Sparks,  my  great-great-grandfather,  was 
born  in  1831  in  the  backwoods  of  Lawrence 
County,  Kentucky.  He  became  a  country  doctor, 
learning  his  profession  by  watching  other 
doctors,  and  when  the  Civil  War  finally  reached 
his  part  of  the  world  in  March  of  1 863,  he  went 
to  Louisa  to  enlist  with  many  of  his  neighbors. 
Because  of  his  experience,  he  was  assigned  to 
the  medical  staff  of  the  14th  Kentucky 
Regiment,  but  his  lack  of  formal  training  kept 
him  from  becoming  a  full  surgeon,  and  he 
instead  served  as  a  field  hospital  steward. 

In  1859  Levi  had  married  Mary  Gambill,  then 
only  2 1  and  six  years  younger  than  Levi.  By  the 
time  of  Levi’s  enlistment,  the  couple  had  three 
sons,  and  Mary  must  have  been  quite 
distraught  at  the  thought  of  her  husband 
leaving  her  to  manage  not  only  the  boys  but  the 
home  as  well.  The  Kentucky  woods  of  the 
1 860’s  were  no  place  for  a  woman  on  her  own, 
and  she  made  Levi  promise  to  come  home  as 
soon  as  he  could. 

In  those  days  the  army  did  not  issue  "dog 
tags”  or  any  other  form  of  identification  to  its 
volunteer  soldiers,  and  many  men  were  afraid 
that  they  would  be  killed  and  their  bodies 
would  be  unidentified  and  not  returned  home 
for  burial.  They  therefore  used  coins,  usually 
the  old  large  cents  which  had  been  made  up 
until  1 857  and  were  still  common  in  circulation, 
to  fashion  ID  tags,  which  they  hung  on  a  string 
around  their  necks  or  carried  in  their  pockets. 
Levi  had  an  1847  cent  engraved,  probably  in 
Louisa.  The  reverse  was  engraved  “Send  to 
Polly  Sparks,  Lawrence,  Ky.,“  using  Marys 
nickname.  No  hole  was  made  in  the  coin,  so  he 
must  have  carried  it  in  a  pocket.  He  wrote  to 
Mary  and  told  her  of  the  coin,  and  said  that  if 
she  received  it  from  someone,  it  meant  he  was 
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dead.  She  wrote  back  and  said  she  hoped  never 
to  set  eyes  on  that  coin. 

Levi’s  service  took  him  with  General  Sherman 
to  Atlanta,  and  lasted  until  he  was  mustered 
out  in  January  1865,  but  at  some  point  during 
this  time  he  must  have  lost  his  ID  tag.  Maybe 
it  fell  out  unnoticed  during  the  frenzy  of  caring 
for  wounded  in  battle.  At  any  rate,  some  soldier 
unknown  to  Mary  sent  it  to  her,  probably 
thinking  he  was  doing  a  good  deed.  Levi, 
meanwhile,  was  very  much  alive,  and  while  he 
was  likely  chagrined  to  have  lost  his  tag,  he 
probably  didn’t  give  it  much  thought,  deciding 
it  was  lost  forever. 

We  can  imagine  Mary’s  grief  upon  receiving 
the  dreaded  coin.  Certain  that  her  husband  was 
dead,  she  soon  began  wondering  what  she  and 
her  boys  would  do  to  survive.  She  was  still  in 
hertwenties.  and  though  love  must  have  pulled 
at  her  heart  strings,  practicality  often  dictated 
early  remarriage  aftera  death  in  those  times.  An 
attractive  woman ,  she  soon  had  suitors  offering 
to  help  her  out,  and  while  this  might  have  been 
a  prudent  move,  she  somehow  could  not  bring 
herself  to  marry  again  so  soon. 

Her  patience  finally  paid  off  when  Levi  came 
walking  back  home  from  the  war.  We  can  only 
guess  whether  Mary’s  first  reaction  was  joy  at 
seeing  her  beloved  husband  still  alive,  or  fury  at 
having  been  put  through  such  needless 
emotional  agony.  We  can  be  sure,  however, 
that  in  the  grand  tradition  of  wives  everywhere, 
Mary  never  let  Levi  forget 
having  carelessly  lost  his 
engraved  coin. 


Congratulations  James! 


Tolly  S parks, 
Xgwrence,  JCy. 


A  Medal  of 
Appreciation 


Financial  Statement 


General  Funds 

Balance  March  31 ,  2000  $7,015.20 

Receipts 

New  members  30.00 

Membership  dues  60.00 

Lifetime  Dues  (Alan  Raab)  300.00 

Interest  (Bank  Account)  -  April  1 1.54 

May  9.31 


Total  Receipts  410.85 

Subtotal  $7,426.05 

Expenses 

Check  #369  -  U.S.  Post  Office  (misc.  mailings)  10.79 

Check  #370  -  IMC  (graphic  work  LTS  #188)  69.12 

Check  #371  -  U.S.  Post  Office  (misc.  mailings)  2.85 

Check  #372  -  Kinko's  (duplication-  LTS  #188)  70.87 

Check  #373  -  U.S.  Post  Office  (postage-  LTS  #188)  104.30 

Check  #374  -  Refund  Alan  Raab  100.00 


Total  Expenses  $357.93 


Balance  May  3  1 ,  2000  $7,068.12 

Permanent  Fund  -  Audubon  Savings  &  Loan  Association 

I  year  certificate  of  deposit  $655.50 


Membership  Report 

Membership  -  March  31,  2000 

223 

New  members 

3 

Members  Purged  (Non-dues  payment) 

23 

Membership  as  of  May  3 1 ,  2000 

203 

Barbara  Newhouse  -  Secretary /Treasurer 


Don't  let  this  be  the 
Love  Token  Society! 

Member  participation  is  the  key 
to  a  healthy  organization. 

This  picture  was  taken  from  an  old 
postcard  circa  1910. 

Ask  What 
Can  I  Do  For 
LTS  Today? 


New  Members  -  Welcome! 

#993  Barbara  Griffin 

I  I  Winding  River  Circle 
Wellesley,  MA  02482 

#994  Annie  Senn 
P.O.  Box  422 
Anaconda,  MT  5971 1 

#995  Robert  E.  White 
154  Stewart  Street 
Oakville,  Ontario,  CANADA 
L6KIX9 


ATTENTION!!! 

Carol  Harmes  now  has  an  e-mail 
address: 

lharmes@earthlink.net 


In  early  December  1999  I  was  a  successful  bidder  in  an  eBay  auction,  winning  an  engraved  1889  dime.  The  next  day  I  mailed  a  check  to  the 
consignor.  A  few  weeks  went  by  and  no  coin.  I  emailed  the  owner  and,  like  me.  she  was  surprised  that  it  hadn’t  arrived.  After  several  more  weeks 
of  no  delivery  and  many  emails  in  both  directions  she  offered  to  return  my  money  and  did  so,  even  though  I  didn’t  ask  for  a  refund  (the  envelope 
was  not  insured).  Periodically,  we  would  email  each  other  and  ask  if  it  ever  showed  up.  It  hadn’t. 

Then  on  April  13.  2000,  it  arrived  in  my  mailbox.  The  stamps  had  a  postal  cancellation  of  December  1 5,  1 999.  And  the  envelope  was  in  perfect 
condition,  as  if  it  had  just  been  mailed  the  day  before. 

Where  had  it  been  all  that  time?  In  the  Eldorado,  IL  post  office?  In  the  Forest  Hill,  MD  post  office?  Somewhere  in  between?  Having  finally  received 
the  piece,  I  emailed  the  consignor  to  let  her  know  I  had  the  coin  and  asked  her  to  confirm  that  her  address  had  not  changed  so  I  could  mail  her 
a  check. 

She  responded  by  saying  that  she  was  glad  that  it  finally  arrived  and  relieved  that  April  1 7  had  passed  (she  and  her  husband  own  a  tax  business). 
To  celebrate  the  end  of  tax  season  and  to  thank  me  for  my  patience,  she  said  not  to  bother  sending  her  any  money. 

There  are  many  nice  hobbyists  and  dealers  in  numismatics. 


VICE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE  -  Carol  Harmes 


The  following  poem  is  about  a  rumor  that  some  Victorian  women  tried  to  gather  as  many  love  tokens  as  they  could  get,  and  may  have  led  men 
on  in  the  process.  This  poem  is  a  satire  on  the  consequences  of  that  action.  The  poem  was  inspired  by  this  rumor  and  a  picture  postcard  circa 
1910  (shown  below). 


LUSTER  LOST 

All  die  men  had  fled 

From  the  life  she  led 

All  did  not  last 

Love  faded  fast 

She  had  such  a  flair 

For  catching  in  a  snare 

Hope  at  very  least 

You  learn  from  die  beast 

Their  emotions  she  fed 

Then  played  them  for  dead 

Love  is  not  a  toy 

Don’t  play  with  diat  boy 

Farewell  tiiey  all  bid 

From  her  diev  all  hid 

Do  not  mislead  men 

For  what  could  have  been 

Alas  never  to  wed 

Alone  she  went  to  bed 

Love  must  be  kindled 

Lest  it  be  dwindled 

All  for  a  dime 

Til  the  end  of  time 

Alone  to  the  grave 

She  wasn’t  very  brave 

Thoughts  full  of  love 

Engraved  with  a  dove 

Her  tombstone  did  read 
Watch  out  for  the  greed 

Void  of  any  peace 

The  men  she  did  fleece 

^ 

Soon  lost  it’s  luster 

Emotions  couldn’t  muster 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE  from  Sid  Gale 


The  ANA  World’s  Fair  of  Money”  show  is  August  9  -13,  2000  in  the  Pennsylvania  Convention  Center,  1201  Arch 
Street,  Philadelphia,  PA.  We  have  a  meeting  scheduled  starting  at  1 1:00  A.M.  on  Saturday  August  12th.  Carol  Harmes  will 
be  attending  the  show  and  she  will  conduct  the  meeting.  She  has  several  things  planned  for  the  meeting  so,  if  you  are  going 
to  the  show,  please  show  your  support  and  attend.  We  had  no  volunteers  to  help  in  a  Love  Token  Society  Booth  so  we  will 
not  have  a  table  this  year. 

I  am  very  happy  to  report  that  we  have  made  some  progress  toward  putting  a  “team”  together  to  serve  as  LTS  officers,  the 
editor,  and  the  coin  sales  jobs.  Members  were  asked  to  advise  if  the  were  willing  to  help.  Two  members  have  volunteered  to 
run/serve  in  two  of  the  jobs  that  we  are  trying  to  fill.  Below  is  the  tentative  ballot,  as  it  stands  now: 

1.  Carol  Harmes  has  been  nominated  [by  Sid  Gale]  to  serve  as  President 

2.  Pat  Hammond  has  volunteered  to  serve  as  the  LTS  Vice  President. 

3.  Robert  Higdem  has  agreed  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  Coin  Sales. 

4.  I  [Sid  Gale]  have  volunteered  to  assume  the  duties  of  Secretary/  Treasurer 

5.  Bob  Newhouse  has  agreed  to  continue  as  Editor  of  the  Loveletter. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  late  to  volunteer  for  one  of  the  jobs.  If  you  feel  that  you  can  afford  to  devote  a  few  hours  each 
month  to  support  LTS  in  one  of  the  above  jobs  please  call  me  [504-626-3867]  before  July  15th.  I  will  be  more  than  happy  to 
discuss  the  job  that  you  are  interested  in  with  you  and  provide  whatever  information  you  need  to  make  a  decision. 

Barbara  Newhouse  has  served  as  Secretary/T reasurer  for  the  past  8  years  and  Bob  Newhouse  has  been  the  Editor  of  the  Loveletter 
for  ten  [10]  years.  I  served  as  Vice  President  for  four  [4]  years  and  have  been  President  the  past  two  years.  We  have  all  enjoyed 
the  experience  very  much;  however,  we  are  all  willing  to  give  one  of  you  the  opportunity  to  serve,  if  you  so  desire. 

Thank  you  Pat  and  Robert  for  stepping  forward 

If  someone  else  volunteers  for  a  officer  position  [  President,  Vice  President,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer]  we  will  have  an  election 
via  mail  in  late  July.  If  there  are  no  volunteers  the  “Rule  Of  Silence”  will  apply.  Your  silence  will  serve  as  your  vote  of  approval 
for  the  above  slate  of  officers.  The  editor  and  coin  sales  positions  are  purely  voluntary.  If  you  are  interested  in  one  of  those 
positions  please  advise  and  we  [LTS]  will  take  appropriate  action  to  determine  who  will  fill  the  slot.  The  “Rule  of  Silence”  will 
eliminate  a  lot  of  unnecessary  administrative  work  if  there  is  no  need  for  an  election. 

This  issue  has  three  pages  of  love  tokens  for  sale.  We  will  not  have  a  mailbid.  Many  of  you  are  relatively  new  to  the  Love 
Token  Society  so  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  welcome  you  and  mention  a  couple  things  that  may  answer  some 
questions  that  you  may  have  about  buying  from  the  sale. 

1.  If  you  see  a  love  token[s]  that  you  want,  I  suggest  that  you  call  [504-626-3867]  and  reserve  it.  If  I  am  not  here  when  you 
call  please  leave  your  name,  phone  number  and  the  Love  Token  Numberfs]  that  you  desire.  If  you  are  the  first  person  to  request 
the  piece,  I  will  reserve  it  for  you.  If  there  is  a  problem  I  will  call  you  back,  otherwise,  assume  that  you  are  the  buyer  and  send 
a  check  or  money  order  made  payable  to  “Sid  Gale”  for  the  amount  plus  postage. 

2.  Intertwined  letters  are  sometimes  difficult  to  decipher.  For  example,  D- 1 5  could  be  “EA”  or  a  “AE”  depending  how  you  may 
want  to  interpret  it.  If  the  letters  you  are  seeking  are  there,  study  the  piece  and  you  determine  if  it  says  what  you  want  it  to 
say.  If  not  sure,  call  me,  and  I  will  give  you  my  opinion. 

Visit:  http://www.louetokensoeiety.homepage.com/.  This  is  our  Love  Token  Society  web  page.  We  have  had  several  inquires 
from  people  who  have  found  the  web  site  and  subsequently  requested  applications.  I  need  your  help  in  keeping  it  fresh.  Please 
send  me  pictures  of  your  favorite  love  tokens  or  any  others  that  would  be  of  interest. 
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=  EK 


<1853>  g 


J-85 


tin  nn 


<1874>  v  $10.00 


Shield  5c 


<1874> 


Marion 


Noark 


N011  -100F 
W 


solder  rev 
1/2  10c 
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Tip  of  the  Token 


To  Alan  Raab  for  becoming  a  Lifetime  Love  Token  Society 
member! 


To  LTS  members  that  agreed  to  serve  positions  in  LTS 
the  next  two  years-  Sid  Gale,  Carol  Harmes,  Bob 
Newhouse,  Pat  Hammond,  Robert  Highem  Are  there  others? 


ANA 

Love  Token  Society 

“World’s  Fair  ol  Money” 

Meeting 

Show 

mmm 

August  9  - 13, 2000 

11:00  A.N. 

Pennsylvania  Convention  Center 
1201  Arch  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA 

Saturday  August  12th 

|*  % 

Ordering 

Love  Tokens 


Please  make  checks  payable  to: 

Sid  Qale 
P.O.  Box  970 
Mandeville,  U\  70470 
(504)  626  3867 

In  remitting,  please 
do  not  forget  to 
include  the  postage  as  follows: 
Orders  up  to  $50.00  add  $1.50: 
up  to  $100.00,  add  $2.75: 
up  to  $150.00,  add  $3.50: 
up  to  $200.00,  add  $4.50: 
up  to  $300.00,  add  $5.00: 
up  to  $400.00,  add  $7.00: 
over  $400.00,  add  $8.75. 


JZ  <joe  (?ettez 

Love  Token  Society  Newsletter 


Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Road 
Manhattan ,  KS  66503 


No.  190 


Love  Token  Society  Newsletter 


July/August  2000 


fabulous  Love  Token  Find  Identified 

By  Sid  Qa/e 


During  February.  I  was  sitting  in  my  booth  at 
an  art  and  craft  show  when  I  received  a  page 
from  my  son.  I  called  and  he  was  at  an  estate 
sale  in  New  Orleans  that  had  two  love  token 
bracelets  for  sale.  I  bought  them,  sight  unseen, 
based  on  his  verbal  description.  I  also  asked 
him  to  try  to  find  out  who  the  previous  owners 
were  and  where  they  came  from.  All  they  knew 


was,  “The  family  once  owned  San  Francisco 
Plantation  on  River  Road”. 

Both  bracelets  were  very  nice,  especially  this 
one.  It  consists  of  eight  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
and  an  elaborate  clasp.  Each  is  finely  engraved 
and  the  letters  are  enameled  in  black.  Blue 
enamel  was  usually  used  to  represent  love  and 
black  was  reserved  for  mourning.  Additionally, 


the  letter  “  B"  was  included  on  each  of  the  eight 
dimes.  The  Plantation  has  been  restored  and  is 
open  to  the  public  so  I  contacted  the  manager 
of  the  Plantation  and  told  her  about  the 
bracelet.  She  told  me  that  the  "  Bougere”  family 
lived  there  from  1879  -  1904  but  they  knew 

continued  on  page  3 


Achille  E.  Bougere 


Fannie  A.  Bougere 


Pauline  (Qebelin) 
Bougere 


This  bracelet  (center,  background) 
is  represented  by  members  of  the 
Bougere  family.  Stephanie,  the 
matriarch,  is  SB.  Her  oldest  son, 
Achille,  is  AEB.  Achille 's  wife 
Pauline  is  PB.  Stephanie's  oldest 
daughter  Fannie  is  FAB. 


Love  Token 
Society  Officers 


President 

Sid  Gale 
P.O.  Box  970 
Mandeville,  LA  70470 
(504)  626-3867 
sidgale@chescom.  net 

Vice  President 

Carol  Harmes 
5145  Admiral  Place 
Sarasota.  FL  3423 1 
(941)  922-3787 
lharmes@earthlink.net 

Secretary /Treasurer 

Barbara  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Road 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 
(785)  539-1831 
barhneiu@ksii.edii 

Love  Letter  Editor 

Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Road 
Manhattan.  KS  66503 
(785)  539-1831 
rcn@ksu.edu 


Love  Letter  Layout/Design 

Mary  Hammel 
Manhattan.  KS 


The  token  at  right  is  of  a  French  copper,  about 
the  size  of  a  US  large  cent  that  was  carried  as 
a  pocket  piece  by  someone  for  many  years.  The 
reverse  of  the  coin  was  worn  so  smooth  that  no 
preparation  had  to  be  made  for  the  message 
engraving. 

I  think  all  tokens  were  given  by  someone  to 
someone  and  for  a  reason.  Any  love  token  that 
answers  the  question  from 
whom,  to  whom  and 
why.  is  an  extra 
special  love  token. 


-  Archie  Taylor 


Financial  Statement 


General  Funds 


Balance  May  31,  2000 

$7,068.12 

Receipts 

New  members 

80.00 

Membership  dues 

20.00 

Interest  (Bank  Account)  -  June 

1  1.72 

July 

9.64 

Love  Token  Sales  Commission 

29.50 

Total  Receipts 

150.86 

Subtotal 

$7,218.98 

Expenses 

Charge  on  foreign  currency  dues  check 

3.52 

Check  #375  -  USPS  (LTS  #189  mailing) 

69.23 

Check  #376  -  IMC  (graphic  art-  LTS  #189) 

81.33 

Check  #377  -  Kinko's  (duplication-  LTS  #189) 

96.94 

Check  #378  -  USPS  (stamps) 

66.00 

Check  #379  -  Kinko's  (Extra  LTS  #189) 

11.12 

Check  #380  -  Coin  World 

52.95 

Total  Expenses 

$381.09 

Baiance  Juiy  3 1 ,  2000 

$6,837.89 

Permanent  Fund  -  Audubon  Savings  &■  Loan  Association 

1  year  certificate  of  deposit 

$655.50 

Membership  Report 

Membership  -  May  31,  2000 

203 

New  members 

8 

Members  Reinstated 

1 

(Tim  Brennan  #720  -  33  W.  Temple  Ave.,  Stratford.  NJ  08084) 

Membership  as  of  July  3 1 ,  2000 

212 

Barbara  Newhouse  -  Secretary /Treasurer 


NEW  MEMBERS 

#996  Elizabeth  "Dee"  Lawrence 

13507  Alchester 
Houston.  TX  77079 

#997  Judi  Rock 

2041  Pine  Street 
Napa.  CA  94559 

#998  Thomas  C,  Vincent 

5226  Jackson  Farm  Loop  SE 
Lacey,  WA  98503 

0999  Gail  Stecklein 

1 209  E.  26th  Ave. 

Hutchinson,  KS  67502 


#1000  Karen  Slocum 

1 7  Hornsby  Drive 
Marlton,  NJ  08053 

#1001  Tom  Kays 

7922  Wellington  Road 
Alexandria.  VA  22308 

#1002  Carol  McCurdy 

I  1243  Rd.  G 

Olrey  Springs.  CO  81062 

#1003  Bill  Aquilino 

P.O.  Box  9 
Chalfont,  PA  18914 


k. 


WELCOME! 


Fabulous  Love  Token 
Find  Identified 

CONTINUED 

very  little  about  the  family.  We  agreed  to  assist 
each  other  in  learning  more. 

Judy  and  I  visited  several  churches  and  their 
adjoining  cemeteries  looking  for  Bougere  names 
to  match  to  the  bracelet  initials.  We  also  went 
to  the  local  library  to  research  the  family.  We 
found  a  little  information  but  not  much.  I 
wanted  to  know  where  the  family  was  buried 
so  that  I  could  learn  the  family  names,  birth 
dates,  and  when  they  died.  Even  “beloved  wife 
of”. ..would  be  helpful.  At  least,  with  names 
and  dates,  I  could  go  to  the  library  and  research 
obituary  columns  etc.  We  were  getting 
nowhere  fast!!!!!!!!!!! 

Several  months  had  passed  when  the 
manager  of  the  plantation  called  and  gave  me 
the  address  of  a  great-great-grandson  who  had 
just  visited  the  plantation  and  was  interested  in 
the  family  history.  I  contacted  him  and,  by 
phone,  he  introduced  me  to  his  aunt  in 
Tallahassee.  Fla.  She  told  me  that  most  of  the 
family  was  buried  in  Metairie  Cemetery  just 
outside  of  New  Orleans. 

I  found  eleven  names  and  many  of  them  '  fit” 
the  initials.  I  was  really  excited  but  didn’t 
understand  the  relationships.  I  reported  my 
findings  to  the  aunt  and  she  filled  me  in  on 
some  of  the  details  and  then  recommended 
that  I  talk  to  her  brother  Eddie.  I  sent  a  picture 
of  the  bracelet  and  also  my  interpretation  of 
who  I  thought  the  initials  represented.  Eddie 
and  his  wife  Virginia  are  the  family  historians. 
About  an  hour  after  I  sent  the  email  they 
responded,  to  my  amazement  and  joy,  with  a 
message  that  "broke  the  code  . 


The  initials  represent  the  names  of  the  wife  of 
the  plantation  owner,  her  children,  and  the  wife 
of  her  oldest  son. 

From  left  to  right  [SB]  the  mother,  Stephanie 
Bougere, [HPB]  a  son,  Horace  Peter  Bougere. 
[FAB]  a  daughter,  Fannie  A  Bougere,  [CLB]  a 
son,  Clarence  Louis  Bougere,  [PB]  wife  of  her 
son  Achille,  Pauline  Bougere,  [ARB]  a  son, 
Albert  Rene  Bougere,  [AEB]  her  oldest  son 
Achille  E.  Bougere,  and  [BDB]  her  daughter 
Blanche  Bougere. 

The  dates  on  the  dimes  range  from  1856- 
1 887.  In  my  research  of  Victorian  jewelry  I  have 
found  that  silver  jewelry  was  high  fashion 
during  the  I870's  and  I880's  but  was  out  of 
fashion  by  1890.  (This  may  explain  why  there 
are  not  as  many  love  tokens  on  Barber  coins.) 

Mrs  Bougere’s  husband  died  in  May  1888.  I 
am  guessing  that  the  bracelet  was  made 
between  1887  and  1890;  probably  after  the 
father’s  death  in  1 888.  Did  the  older  son  Achille 
have  the  bracelet  made  for  his  mother  signify¬ 
ing  those  in  the  family  mourning  the  death?  I 
don’t  know  if  I  will  find  out  the  answer  but  it 
has  been  fun  researching  the  bracelet  up  to  this 
point. 

I  have  promised  to  assist  the  family  and  the 
San  Francisco  Plantation  in  the  research  of  the 
family.  Eddie  has  sent  me  pictures  of  some  of 
the  family  members.  I  am  planning  to  build  an 
exhibit  with  the  bracelet  as  a  centerpiece.  The 
exhibit  will  explain  what  love  tokens  are  and 
also  outline  the  Bougere  family  tree  with 
pictures  etc. 

Needless  to  say  it  has  been  an  enjoyable 
project.  I  feel  good  that  a  part  of  Louisiana 
History  didn’t  stay  lost  in  a  drawer-  it  has  been 
identified  and  will  be  shared.  I  hope  to  display 
the  exhibit  in  San  Francisco  Plantation  so 
visitors  can  enjoy  viewing  the  bracelet  also. 


A  Look  Back  in 
History 


Who  served  LTS  as  Presidents 


1972-1974 
Harold  Beecher,  Jr. 

1975-1976 
Ruth  Hammell 

1977-1978 
Ken  Hallenbeck,  Jr. 

1979-1980 
Bob  Mitchill 

1981-1982 
Janice  Martin 

1983-1984 
Autence  Bason 

1985 

Louise  M.  Tickle 

1986 

Autence  Bason 

1987-1998 
Lloyd  Entenmann 

1999-2000 
Sid  Qale 

2001- 

Carol  Harmes 


It's  in  the  Book 

The  first  meeting  each  month  of  the  baltimore 
Coin  Club  is  "Theme  Night" ,  with  such  topics 
as  My  Favorite  Coin.  Foreign  Currency,  My 
Favorite  Token,  Unusual  Items  Pictured  on 
Money  and  Junk  Box  Find.  The  theme  for  the 
August  3, 200  meeting  was  My  Favorite  Numis¬ 
matic  Book,  so  I  decided  to  "show  and  tell" 
Lloyd  Entenmann's  Love  Tokens  as  Engraved 
Coins.  In  looking  through  the  book  before  the 
meeting,  I  discovered  a  photo  of  a  love  token 
that  I  own  but  did  not  realize  was  in  the  book. 
I  own  one  other  love  token  that  is  pictured  in 
the  book. 


The  discovery  is  Plate  AJ  #366.  on  page  226. 

I  bought  it  at  a  local  coin  show  in  February, 
2000.  When  I  approached  the  dealer  and  asked 
if  he  had  any  love  tokens  he  said  no,  but  then 
said  he  had  a  Peace  Dollar  with  a  name  on  it. 
The  field  in  front  of  Ms.  Liberty  is  inscribed 
Myrna/Pat/Dyke. 

Lloyd  discusses  this  piece  on  page  193  in  his 
book,  saying  that  he  bought  it  at  the  1991 
Orlando  FUN  show  because  it  "was  priced 
right  and  it  appealed  to  me  because  it  was 
different."  He  questions  if  it's  one  name  or  the 
names  of  three  different  people. 

- ^ 


I  am  curious  as  to  how  this  1923-S  Peace 
Dollar  arrived  in  this  dealer's  inventory.  I  will 
ask  him  the  next  time  I  see  him  and  hope  that 
he  remembers  how  he  got  it. 

By  the  way-  how  many  love  tokens  pictured 
in  Lloyd's  book  are  in  your  collection? 


192  3 

Peace 

Dollar 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE  from  Sid  Gale 


The  ANA  “World's  Fair  of  Money”  show  was 
August  9-13.  2000  in  Philadelphia.  Pa.  Carol 
Harmes  attended  the  show  and  will  report  the 
events.  Sounds  like  they  had  a  interesting 
meeting.  There  were  four  exhibitors.  Thank  you 
exhibitors  for  taking  the  time  and  making  the 
effort  to  exhibit. 

Effective  January  I.  2001  the  following  mem¬ 
bers  will  commence  serving  in  the  following 
capacities: 

Carol  Harmes,  President 
Pat  Hammond,  Vice  President 
Sid  Gale,  Secretary/Treasurer 
Robert  Higdem,  Love  Token  Sales 
Bob  Newhouse.  Editor  of  the  Loveletter 
Thank  you  Carol.  Pat,  Robert,  and  Bob  for 
volunteering  for  these  positions. 

Robert  Higdem  will  do  the  Love  Token  Sales 
commencing  with  the  next  issue.  If  you  have 
Love  Tokens  to  sell  please  send  them  to  the 
following  address: 

Robert  Higdem 
Telephone:  [208]  772  0657 
8230  Loch  Haven  Drive  #2 
Hayden  Lake ,  Idaho  83835 
email:  higgy2000@juno.com 

This  issue  has  two  pages  of  love  tokens  for 
sale.  We  will  not  have  a  mailbid.  We  need  new 
material  for  each  issue  of  the  Loveletter.  Please 
go  through  your  collection  and  weed  out  the 
pieces  that  you  really  are  not  interested  in. 
Someone  else  may  desperately  want  that  piece 
for  their  collection.  Send  them  to  Robert  and  he 
will  put  them  in  the  Loveletter.  The  LTS  charges 
only  $.50  commission  for  each  piece  sold.  It  is 
an  excellent  way  to  turn  your  spares  into  cash 
so  you  can  buy  other  pieces  for  your  collection. 

Our  web  page  address  is: 
http://www.lovetokensociety.homepage.com/. 

If  you  have  any  information  that  you  would  like 
to  see  on  the  web  page  please  submit  it  to  me 
and  I  will  include  it.  Also  if  you  have  experience 
with  web  page  construction  and  have  con¬ 
structive  comments  or  would  if  you  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  helping  with  the  site  -please  advise. 
Several  members  have  asked  about  the  abbre¬ 
viations  that  we  use  in  the  coin  sales.  The  top 
left  block  {J- 1 } .etc  is  the  reference  number 
assigned  to  that  piece.  The  top  right  block 
shows  what  is  engraved  on  the  piece.  The 
lower  right  corner  shows  the  price.  The  left 
lower  corner  provides  amplifying  information. 
Generally,  most  love  tokens  are  on  dimes  so 


assume  the  piece  is  a  dime  unless  it  is  stated 
otherwise  such  as  25c,  1/2  dime  etc.  If  the 
engraving  is  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin  I  will  put 
the  date  of  the  piece  in  this  block.  If  it  is  a 
foreign  piece  it  will  say  GB  [Great  Britain}  etc. 
If  it  shows  I  Oc  it  means  the  engraving  is  on  the 
obverse  and  the  reverse  is  showing.  The  coin 
side  of  the  love  token  is  often  graded  just  as 
normal  coins  are  graded.  We  put  the  grade 
behind  the  date  in  the  lower  left  block  i.e.  good 
[g],  very  good  [vg],  fine[f],  very  fine  [vf]  and 
extra  fine  [xf|.  I  suggest  you  buy  a  Red  Book  to 
learn  what  the  grading  standards  are  if  you  are 
not  familiar  with  them.  The  grading  of  the 
engraved  side  is  done  by  the  price.  The  engrav¬ 
ing  is  what  you  are  really  buying.  The  nicer  the 
engraving  work  the  more  expensive  the  piece 
will  probably  be. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


I  received  my  May/June  2000  newsletter  and 
was  excited  to  see  my  name  as  a  possible  LTS 
officer,  if  I  am  the  next  Vice  President  of  the 
LTS,  I  hope  I  can  do  a  good  job. 

I'm  looking  for  specific  love  tokens  for  gifts. 

I  am  interested  in  either  pins  or  just  coins  to 
keep  or  that  could  be  encased  in  a  ring  or 
hanging  on  a  chain. 

Here  are  some  I  am  interested  in: 


G.H. 

S.T. 

S.D. 

K.H. 

R.H. 

S.H. 

E.H. 

S.L.D. 

T.T. 

P.F. 

son 

daughter 

I  think  that  is  all  for  now.  Maybe  I  will  be  lucky 
and  find  a  couple  anyway.  Thank  you  for  your 
help. 

Pat  Hammond 
pmah@capital.  net 


•e 


Hie  History  of 
Love  Tokens 


Ernie  Tumes,  MSN7\  #665 

To  some,  a  love  token  is  a  perfectly  good  coin 
that  someone  ruined  by  engraving  initials,  a 
date,  a  name,  or  a  scene  into  its  surface.  And 
yet  others,  that  engraving  is  a  work  of  art, 
making  the  piece  very  collectible.  As  they  say, 
people  collect  anything  and  everything,  and  for 
a  variety  of  reasons. 

Love  tokens  are  regular  coins  that  were  taken 
out  of  circulation,  smoothed  down  on  one  or 
both  sides  and  then  inscribed  with  one  or  more 
initials,  a  name,  a  date,  an  object  (such  as  a 
lovebird),  a  scene  or  a  meaningful  saying.  Some 
collectors  say  that  to  be  a  love  token  it  must  be 
hand  engraved,  made  from  circulating  coin, 
and  show  engraving  that  indicates  some  form 
of  affection  (even  if  only  the  two  individuals 
understand  it).  Of  course,  this  definition  is  not 
universally  held. 

Evidence  indicates  that  love  tokens  were  first 
made  in  England,  and  collectors  were  known  to 
exist  as  early  as  the  16th  century.  Love  tokens 
became  especially  popular  with  sailors  who 
would  leave  a  token  behind  with  a  waiting 
sweetheart.  When  valentine’s  day  became 
popular  in  the  U.S.,  around  the  time  of  the  Civil 
War,  engraved  coins  and  fancy  valentines 
became  the  fashionable  way  to  proclaim  one's 
love.  During  the  war,  and  peaking  in  the 
I890's,  love  tokens  enjoyed  their  greatest 
popularity  in  America. 

Some  love  tokens  were  rather  primitive  pieces, 
with  the  inscribing  done  by  a  lonesome  sailor, 
a  soldier  or  even  a  prisoner-  using  a  nail,  a  pin, 
a  knife  or  an  awl.  Jewelers  engraved  the  fanciest 
pieces,  enameling  some  with  as  many  as  five 
colors  of  enamel,  and  sometimes  adding  some 
form  of  colorful  stone(s)  to  the  coin's  surface. 
Often  love  tokens  were  the  work  of  itinerate 
cfartsmen,  working  the  county  and  state  fairs 
and  other  carnivals.  Pieces  were  often  pierced 
so  the  lady  could  wear  them.  They  were  made 
into  pins,  bracelets,  necklaces,  earrings,  stick 
pins,  buttons,  broaches,  cuff  links  or  other 
types  of  jewelry.  Those  without  holes  were 
often  carried  as  pocket  pieces  or  were  simply  set 
aside  as  a  remembrance. 

Sometimes  the  suitor  supplied  the  coin,  espe¬ 
cially  if  it  was  minted  in  the  year  that  was 
significant  to  the  couple,  such  as  the  year  they  | 
met.  The  engraver  could  also  supply  the  coin 

continued  on  next  page 


VICE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE  -  Carol  Harmes 


ANA  2000:  It  Was  M 
A  bout  the  People 

The  convention  opened  with  a  bang.  When 
the  doors  opened  to  the  public,  in  came  a 
marching  band.  They  were  dressed  in  satin  and 
sequins  and  played  for  over  half  an  hour.  This 
set  the  stage  for  excitement  and  wonderful 
coins  awaited. 

While  on  my  rounds  looking  for  love  tokens, 
I  met  a  number  of  people  and  heard  some  great 
stories.  First  I  encountered  Harold  Beecher, 
whom  I  just  happened  to  meet  while  I  was 
looking  for  love  tokens.  I  learned  that  he  was 
a  charter  member  and  also  the  first  president  of 
LTS.  Thanks  for  helping  get  it  all  started. 
Harold. 

I  sat  down  to  chat  with  Harold  and  learned 
about  our  beginnings.  Harold  told  me  how  he 
started  collecting.  Originaly  he  did  not  know 
what  these  coins  were  called,  just  that  he  liked 
them.  Harold  called  them  "decorated  coins" 
and  it  was  not  until  later  that  he  heard  the  term 
"love  token". 

In  the  late  sixties  when  Harold  first  began 
collecting)  love  tokens  only  cost  one  dollar 
each.  The  next  year  they  were  up  to  two  or 
three  dollars,  and  the  year  after  that  they  were 
five  dollars.  In  a  round  about  way  he  learned 
that  he  was  the  one  creating  a  market  in  his  area 
and  had  unintentionally  ran  the  prices  up. 
After  that  the  prices  remained  at  five  dollars 
each  for  some  time. 

At  that  time,  ANA  (American  Numismatic 
Association)  would  not  let  people  exhibit  love 
tokens!  Acceptance  and  appreciation  have  come 
a  long  way  since  then.  ANA  now  has  a  special 
category  for  exhibiting  love  tokens  and  three 
awards  are  given.  There  were  four  exhibiters  at 
this  convention.  That  is  quite  a  change  from 
our  humble  beginnings.  Congratulations!  And 
let's  keep  the  tradition  going  by  promoting 
knowledge  through  writing,  exhibiting,  lectur¬ 
ing,  or  just  talking  about  our  collections  with 
others. 

I  met  another  dealer  who  had  found  his 
mother's  initials  on  a  love  token.  He  mailed  it 
to  her  and  she  left  it  on  a  table  for  over  a  month. 
He  said  that  she  was  very  puzzled  as  to  why  he 
had  sent  it  to  her.  Apparently,  she  had  seen  the 
coin  side  first  and  had  not  turned  it  over.  She 
was  thrilled  once  she  realized  it  was  engraved 
with  her  initials. 


On  a  sadder  note,  I  met  a  coin  dealer  whose 
wife  had  collected  love  tokens  for  years.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  their  house  burned  down  and  she  lost 
the  entire  collection.  It  had  all  melted  into  one 
large  lump.  She  was  so  heartbroken  that  she 
never  resumed  collecting.  The  husband  de¬ 
scribed  the  former  collection  as  the  best  one 
east  of  the  Mississippi.  This  is  a  tragedy  not 
only  for  her  but  for  all  of  us  who  will  never  see 
it.  My  heart  goes  out  to  her  and  makes  me  think 
that  a  fire  safe  might  be  a  good  idea  for  the  rest 
of  us. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  people  are  lucky 
enough  to  find  love  tokens.  I  talked  with  one 
gentleman  who  was  from  the  New  Jersey  area. 
He  told  me  of  several  people  who  had  been  able 
to  find  burned  love  tokens  by  using  metal 
detectors.  How  did  they  get  there?  Scorned 
lovers  comes  to  mind. 

I  had  another  chance  encounter  at  my  table 
with  ErnieTurnes.  Wehad  never metbut,  knew 
each  other  through  our  "Love  Letters"  (LTS 
newsletter).  Ernie  told  me  that  his  main  reason 
for  coming  to  the  show  was  to  attend  the  LTS 
meeting  and  to  meet  other  LT  collectors.  I 
found  this  touching  because  most  people  go  to 
coin  shows  to  buy  coins  (or  love  tokens  in  our 
case).  That  is  why  I  said  the  show  was  "all 
about  the  people".  There  were  so  many  inter¬ 
esting  stories  if  one  just  took  the  time  to  talk 
with  people. 

Ernie  did  not  know  any  other  love  token 
collectors  except  the  LTS  officers  he  had  corre¬ 
sponded  with.  No  one  in  his  area  collects  love 
tokens  so  this  was  his  first  chance  to  meet 
fellow  enthusiasts.  I  hope  he  enjoyed  the 
meeting.  Ten  people  attended  and  came  from 
as  far  away  as  California.  We  viewed  an  excerpt 
of  a  video  "The  Valentine  and  Expressions  of 
Love".  While  it  did  not  mention  coins  as  love 
tokens,  it  did  show  valentines,  sailor  bundles, 
Welsh  spoons,  busk  stays,  decorated  glass 
rolling  pins,  and  jewelry  incorporating  hair,  all 
as  tokens  of  love.  After  the  meeting  we  all 
visited  and  shared  information  about  love 
tokens.  Actually  the  show  was  not  entirely 
about  the  people,  because  I  did  buy  some 
pretty  nice  love  tokens  too. 

Sincerely.  Carol  Harmes 


M 


History  of  Love  Tokens 
continued 

(at  an  additional  cost),  giving  him  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  smooth  one  side  and  engrave  a 
fancy  border  in  advance.  This  way  he  could 
merely  add  the  inscription,  reducing  his 
working  time  at  the  fair  and  allowing  him  to 
serve  more  customers.  There  are  many  love 
tokens  on  1 876  coins,  presumably  because  it 
was  our  nation's  Centennial.  There  were 
several  engravers  to  meet  the  needs  of  lovers 
at  the  World's  Fair  in  New  york  and  at  other 
events  that  year. 

Although  we  find  love  tokens  on  all  types 
and  denominations  of  foreign  and  U.S.  coins, 
the  most  popular  by  far  was  the  Seated 
Liberty  dime.  This  is  primarily  because  a  dime 
seemed  to  represent  about  the  proper  value 
for  such  a  gift  at  the  time  and  silver  is  a 
relatively  easy  metal  to  inscribe,  especially 
compared  to  the  hardness  of  copper  and 
nickel. 

Pieces  were  made  from  denominations  rang¬ 
ing  from  half  cents  to  $20  gold  pieces.  In 
some  cases  a  $10  or  $20  gold  coin  would 
have  initials  added  that  were  cut  from  other 
gold  coins  (such  as  $5  pieces)  and  overlaid 
by  the  silver  solder  technique.  Considering 
the  purchasing  power  of  that  money  at  that 
time,  you  would  have  to  say  that  the  indi¬ 
vidual  made  a  real  investment  in  the  love 
affair! 

In  1909,  federal  legislation  made  it  illegal  to 
mutilate  a  coin.  (We  collectors  hate  to  think 
of  them  as  mutilated.)  The  government  said 
that  too  many  coins  were  disappearing  from 
circulation.  Before  long,  love  tokens  began  to 
fade  from  the  scene.  Perhaps  they  just  went 
out  of  style.  Why  would  you  want  to  give 
your  sweetheart  a  cut-up  dime  when  you 
could  give  her  a  pretty  silvber  locket,  espe¬ 
cially  since  it  had  room  for  your  photo?  Then 
again,  perhaps  the  engraver  himself  became 
obsolete.  In  the  age  of  mass  production,  was 
there  less  and  less  need  for  the  individual 
craftsman? 

Today,  hand-made  items  are  often  sought 
out  as  special  gifts  because  they  are  viewed 
as  more  personal.  The  fact  that  they  were 
done  by  hand  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of 
love  tokens  that  appeals  to  collectors.  And 
because  they  are  hand-made,  each  one  is 
unique,  for  even  when  the  craftsman  made 
two  of  the  same  design,  he  could  not  make 
them  truly  identical.  How  many  traditional 
coin  collectors  can  say  that  they  own  a  one- 
of-a-kind  coin? 
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Tip  of  the  Token 

*  To  ANA  for  a  meeting  room  and  the  use  of  audio  visual 
equipment. 

^  To  Ernie  Turnes  for  helping  transport  the  TV/VCR  to  the 
meeting  room;  setting  it  up;  and  returning  it. 

Thanks  to  the  following  people  for  exhibiting  a  love  token  display  at  ANA; 

Kathy  Freeland  "Selected  Love  Tokens"  -  1st  place 
Doris  M.  Andrew  "Gold  Tokens  of  Love"  -  2nd  place 
Agnes  R.  Alones  "My  Love  Tokens  With  Names"  -  3rd  place 
Judith  Ann  Schwan  "Introduction  to  Love  Tokens" 

Anyone  who  exhibits  a  love  token  display  is  eligible  for  one  year  free  membership 
in  the  LTS.  Congratulations  to  the  above  exhibitors! 

_ _ _ J 


Ordering 
Love  Tokens 


Please  make  checks  payable  to: 

Sid  Qale 
P.O.  Box  970 
Mandeville,  Lfl  70470 
(504)  626-3867 

In  remitting,  please 
do  not  forget  to 
include  the  postage  as  follows: 
Orders  up  to  $50.00  add  $1.50: 
up  to  $100.00,  add  $2.75: 
up  to  $150.00,  add  $3.50: 
up  to  $200.00,  add  $4.50; 
up  to  $300.00,  add  $5.00: 
up  to  $400.00,  add  $7.00; 
over  $400.00,  add  $8.75. 

y  V 
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Love  Token  Society  Newsletter 


Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Road 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 


Carol  Harmes 
1509  Main  Street 
Sarasota  FL 

34236 


Convict  (Love)  Tokens 

By  Bill  Fiuaz 


There  is  one  type  of  "love  token”  that  is 
historically  interesting,  sentimental  and  very 
nostalgic.  “Well,”  you  might  say,  "don’t  all 
love  tokens  fall  into  that  category?” 

The  answer,  of  course,  is  yes,  they  certainly 
do,  but  consider  for  a  minute  the  Convict  Love 
Token,  one  that  was  made  under  trying  and 
uncertain  circumstances,  to  say  the  least,  and 
which  often  carries  some  of  the  most  poignant 
messages  ever  carved  into  a  coin. 

In  Timothy  Millett’s  excellent  reference  book 
"Convict  Love  Tokens”,  editor  Michele  Field’s 
first  introductory  sentence  reads:  "The  love 
tokens  were  created  by  convicted  Britons 
before  they  were  transported  to  Australia  and 
they  touch  our  hearts  because  we  hear  these 
particular  men  and  women  suddenly  speak  for 
themselves.” 

Through  these  often  crudely  carved  tokens 
we  enter  the  minds  of  these  convicts  and  share 
their  innermost  thoughts  directly  through  the 
coins  that  they  carved. 

Understandably,  most  were  carved  before  the 
prisoners  left  for  their  terrible  incarceration 
thousands  of  miles  from  their  home,  and  most 
were  carved  on  the  early  copper  "cartwheels’ 
or  large  copper  pennies  and  half  pennies.  This 
afforded  them  a  rather  large  “tapestry”  upon 
which  they  could  portray  their  sentiments  and 
what  very  well  could  have  been  their  final 
thoughts  to  their  family  and/or  loved  ones, 
The  three  convict  tokens  illustrated  here  were 
undoubtedly  all  carved  late  in  the  1 8th  century, 
as  two  of  them  are  dated  (the  two  on  half 
pennies),  and  the  other  is  on  a  1797 
"cartwheel”. 

The  first  (coin  A)  is  inscribed:  The  ring  is 
round  that  has  no  end  so  is  my  love  to  you  my 
friend  /  August  24.  1791.”  On  the  reverse  are 
the  initials  "A  S”  with  a  small  heart  over  them 
and  leafy  branches  on  either  side. 

The  second  (coin  B)  is  a  little  more  crudely 
carved,  and  reads:  “John  Kay”  “H  others  all 


”  1792."  On  the  reverse  is  a  crudely  carved  ship, 
under  full  sail,  most  likely  done  with  very 
primitive  carving  instruments. 

The  third  (Coin  C)  is  very  nicely  done  on  a 
“cartwheel,”  and  has  inscribed  around  a  “W 
W”  in  the  center:  “WHEN  DEAD  AND  GONE 
REMEMBER  ME”.  One  wonders  if  any  of  these 
three  people,  sailing  toward  a  very  uncertain 
future  in  a  land  they’d  never  been  to,  ever 
returned  to  their  loved  ones,  who  I  feel  certain 
treasured  these  coins  more  than  any  of  us  can 
imagine. 

Convict  Love  Tokens...  a  somewhat  new 
dimension  to  an  already  very  interesting 
segment  of  numismatics. 


Coin  B 


Coin  A  reverse 


Coin  B  reverse 
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WELCOME! 
NEW  MEMBERS 

#1004  Janet  Scott 

3911  N.  Wilson  Road 
Hutchinson,  KS  67502-9505 

#1005  Kenny  Preble 

Route  I,  Box  18 
Cherryvale,  KS  67335 

#1006  Martha  Lynn  Yatish 

898  Saybrook  Circle 
Lilburn,  CA  30047 


Financial  Statement 


General  Funds 

Balance  Juy  3 1 .  2000 

$6,837.89 

Receipts 

New  members 

30.00 

Membership  dues 

10.00 

Interest  (Bank  Account)  -  August 

9.54 

September 

12.00 

Total  Receipts 

61.54 

Subtotal 

$6,899.43 

Expenses 

Check  #381  -  Kinko's  (duplication-  LTS  #190) 

136.45 

Check  #382  -  USPS  (postage  LTS  #190) 

104.84 

Total  Expenses 

$241.29 

Balance  September  30,  2000 

$6,658.14 

Permanent  Fund  -  Audubon  Savings  &  Loan  Association 

1  year  certificate  of  deposit 

$655.50 

Membership  Report 

Membership  -  July  3 1 ,  2000 

212 

New  members 

3 

Membership  as  of  September  30,  2000 

215 

Barbara  Newhouse  -  Secretary /Treasurer 
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VICE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE  -  Carol  Harmes 


Categories  for 

1.  Initials:  Mostly  1-3  initials  although  up 
to  seven  overlapping  initials  have  been 
reported  on  one  love  token. 

a.  friends  and  family 

b.  decorative 

-  overlapping  letters 

-  type  face  styles 

c.  arrangement:  letters  turned  on  an  angle  or 
sideways. 

d.  letter  combinations 

-  all  the  same  letters  (ex.  H.  H.  H) 

e.  single  letters 

f.  interesting  initials  (ex.  Me  or  Jr.  used  with 
other  initials.) 

2.  Names 

a.  first  names 

b.  first  and  last  names 

c.  names  with  addresses  or  dates. 

d.  multiple  names 

3.  Fancy  Borders 

4.  Dates/Numbers 

a.  numerical  dates  (ex.  12-25-96) 

b.  printed  dates  (ex.  December  25th  96) 

c.  holidays:  Hallow’s  eve.  4th  of  July, 
Christmas,  Christmas  Eve,  etc. 

d.  single  numbers  (ex.  15):  Mystery  as  to 
what  they  may  signify. 

e.  Anniversaries 

f.  Births  and  Deaths 

5.  Places:  Names  of  locations,  (ex.  Hanging 
Rock) 

6.  Presentation/Gift  (ex.  from  A  to  S) 

7.  Sayings/Messages 

(ex.  My  heavenly  jewel  or  forget-me-not) 
Note:  some  messages  may  have  to  be 
translated  from  other  languages.  German 
seems  to  be  more  common  of  the  foreign 
languages. 

8.  Enameled 

-  Mostly  letters  are  enameled. 

-  Occasionally  one  can  find  flowers. 

-  One  example  exists  of  the  sky  enameled  in 
blue  on  a  ten  dollar  gold  piece  depicting  a 
moon  and  star. 

-  English  enameled  coins,  where  the  enamel 
is  a  replica  of  the  coin  image,  may  also  be 
included  in  this  category,  but  more  aptly 
belong  in  the  semi-related  category. 

9.  Jeweled:  Stones  are  set  either  with 


Collecting  Love  Tokens 


initials  or  combined  in  a  pictorial. 

10.  Metal  Overlay:  Technique  is  mostly 
done  with  raised  initials  in  gold  or  silver- 
occasionally  copper  is  used.  On  rare 
occasions  an  object  may  be  raised,  such  as  a 
horseshoe. 

1 1.  Cut  Down  Coins:  The  coin  is  cut  and 
shaped  into  a  design.  The  octagon  is  the 
most  common,  but  cut  out  initials  may  also 
be  found.  (Rare  examples:  clover  and  a 
sheriff’s  star  within  a  circle). 

12.  Family  Members:  Mother  (Ma, 

Mama).  Father  (Pa,  Papa),  Sister,  Brother, 
Grandmother  (Grandma),  Grandfather 
Grandpa),  Aunt  (Auntie),  Uncle,  Cousin, 
Baby,  Nanny,  Mamie. 

13.  U.S.  Type  Coins:  Collect  one  of  each 
type. 

14.  Year  Sets:  Collect  love  tokens  by  date. 
Dimes  are  the  most  common,  but  one  can 
try  other  types  as  well  (Indian  cents,  seated 
quarters,  or  half-dimes). 

15.  Country  Type  Set:  Collect  love  tokens 
from  as  many  different  countries  as  possible. 

16.  Early  Great  Britain:  Are  mostly  on 
large  copper  pennies  and  engraved  on  both 
sides. 

17.  Pictorials 

a.  animals:  horse,  deer,  cow,  cat,  dog,  frog, 
etc. 

b.  people:  portrait  or  full  figure 

c.  erotic:  naughty  figures 

d.  birds:  swan,  heron,  owl,  hen,  generic 
birds 

e.  insects:  bugs,  butterfly 

f.  landscapes:  any  combination  of  trees,  hills, 
river,  houses,  and  churches. 

g.  single  building  -  house  or  church. 

h.  bridges 

i.  monuments 

j.  lighthouses 

k.  nautical:  sails,  anchor,  boats,  etc. 

l.  sports:  ice  skating,  roller  skating,  canoeing, 
baseball,  etc. 

m.  musical:  instruments  or  music  notes 

n.  tools:  hammer,  trowel,  trade  tools,  etc. 

o.  transportation:  train,  trolley,  bicycle,  etc. 

p.  geometric  shapes 


q.  scrollwork/banners 

r.  floral 

s.  hearts 

t.  fans 

u.  horseshoes 

v.  moon  and  stars 

w.  religious:  angel.  Star  of  David,  church, 
Lord’s  Prayer,  cross,  etc. 

x.  miscellaneous:  odd  and  unusual  subjects 
that  do  not  fit  the  above  categories 

18.  Jewelry 

a.  pin:  single  coin  with  pin  back. 

b.  stickpin 

c.  brooch:  cluster  of  coins  with  pin  back. 

d.  earrings 

e.  ring:  usually  the  love  token  hangs  as  a 
charm  from  a  band.  The  bands  are  mostly 
made  from  the  reeded  edges  of  coin.  (Rings 
are  fairly  rare.) 

f.  charm:  single,  coin  with  loop  or  bezel  for 
wearing  on  a  necklace  or  bracelet. 

g.  necklace:  Consists  of  more  than  one  coin 
on  a  chain,  or  the  coins  may  be  linked 
together  to  make  up  the  chain. 

h.  locket:  (Ex.  box  dollar  with  engraving 
either  on  the  inside  or  the  outside  of  the 
locket.  The  latter  is  very  rare.) 

i.  bracelet:  may  be  constructed  in  various 
ways. 

j.  belt:  (very  rare) 

k.  watch  fob/watch  chain:  A  fob  is  the 
charm  hanging  from  a  watch  chain,  while  a 
watch  chain  is  constructed  of  coins  linked 
together. 

l.  shirt  studs 

m.  buttons 

n.  cuff  links 

19.  Semi-related  Categories:  These  are 
areas  that  can  be  considered  love  tokens  in  a 
very  broad  sense.  They  may  be  on  the 
fringes  of  what  one  collects  as  a  love  token. 
By  love  token  definition,  many  of  these  are 
on  coins  and  engraved  by  hand. 

a.  organizations:  Odd  Fellows,  Masonic,  etc. 

b.  hobo  nickels/potty  dollars 

c.  satirical:  Face  of  a  coin  changed  in 
mockery. 

d.  military:  Coins  were  engraved  with  troop 
numbers  and  places. 


continued  on  next  page 


Collecting  Love  Tokens 
continued  from  page  3 

e.  historical/political:  Coins  were  engraved 
with  historical  or  political  information. 

f.  English  enamels  of  coin  designs 

g.  medals:  engraved  with  a  traditional  love 
token  design 

h.  achievement  awards:  school,  athletics, 
music,  etc. 

i.  counter  stamp:  On  coins,  but  not  hand 
engraved. 

j.  seals:  letters/design  carved  backwards  on 
coins 

k.  blanks:  May  have  borders  engraved  on 
coins,  but  no  initials. 

Bear  in  mind  that  many  love  tokens  may  fit 
more  than  one  category.  Which  category  a 
coin  is  placed  in  is  up  to  the  needs  of  each 
individual  collector.  This  list  has  been 
updated  from  the  May/June  1999  Love  Letter. 


Love  Token  Sales 

Qreetings,  dear  fellow  love  token 
aficionados.  My  name  is  Robert  Higdem, 
and  I  have  been  collecting  love  tokens  for  about 
a  decade  now.  I  became  a  member  of  the  Love 
Token  Society  after  purchasing  a  single  Indian 
Head  cent  example  with  a  group  lot  from  an 
estate.  I  was  so  intrigued  by  this  beautiful  piece 
that  I  had  to  learn  more.  Soon  after  joining  the 
Society.  I  found  myself  in  monthly  (and  some¬ 
times  weekly)  telephone  conversations  with 
Lloyd  Entenmann,  who  was  at  that  time  putting 
the  finishing  touches  on  his  book. 

While  mine  may  not  be  a  grand  or  rare 
collection,  I  am  still  very  proud  of  it.  Lloyd  once 
told  me  that  we  don't  own  love  tokens,  we  are 
simply  the  current  caretakers  of  them.  Sid  Gale 
just  recently  repeated  this  sentiment  to  me. 
These  men  are  right.  We  may  have  love  tokens 
in  our  possession,  but  their  stories  and  their 
purpose  will  never  die.  I  know  it's  a  little 
obvious  to  say,  but  let's  face  it,  we  collect  and 
admire  unique  works  of  a  forgotten  art.  Paging 
through  our  collections  and  looking  at  these 
(usually)  round  pieces  framed  by  their  2x2 
holders  or  their  fancy  bezels  is  synonymous  to 
walking  through  a  grand  art  museum.  Some 
paintings  we  like,  some  we  don’t.  Some 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE  from  Sid  Gale 


Since  our  last  newsletter  we  have  started 
preparing  for  the  changes  that  will  take  place  by 
the  beginning  of  January. 

Robert  Higdem  has  assumed  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  love  token  sales.  Commencing  with  this 
issue,  he  is  the  person  to  send  your  love  tokens 
to  sell.  The  next  time  you  are  looking  through 
your  collection  set  aside  those  pieces  that 
“don’t  really  fit”  or  you  consider  spares.  Send 
them  to  Robert  and  he  will  be  happy  to  help 
you  find  a  new  home  for  them.  Our  collectors 
will  also  be  very  happy  to  add  those  love  tokens 
to  their  collections. 

Robert  is  enthusiastic  about  the  position  and 
is  going  to  do  a  terrific  job.  He  is  already 
considering  new  ideas  to  improve  the  sales.  He 
welcomes  any  suggestions  that  you  may  have. 

I  will  assume  the  duties  of  Secretary  /Treasurer 
commencing  January  1st.  Barbara  Newhouse 
and  I  are  in  the  process  of  figuring  out  how  to 
transfer  the  secretary/treasurer  databases  from 
her  computer  to  mine.  I  tell  you  this  only  to 
prepare  you  to  send  your  annual  dues  to  me. 


not  Barbara,  this  year. 

Begin  planning  to  attend  the  FUN  show  in 
Orlando  January  4-7.  It  is  a  fantastic  show. 
Several  members  have  told  me  that  they  are 
planning  to  attend.  A  group  of  us  usually  go 
out  to  dinner  on  Friday  and  Saturday  nights  - 
please  join  us. 

At  this  meeting  we  will  have  an  installation  of 
officers,  and  Carol  Harmes  will  officially  take 
the  helm  as  President  and  Pat  Hammond  as 
Vice  President. 

I  am  looking  for  suggestions  on  articles  for  the 
Love  Letter.  If  there  any  topics  that  you  would 
like  to  see  discussed  or  an  article  on  a  particular 
subject  please  let  me  know  and  I  will  see  to  it 
that  we  get  one  or  more.  Bob  Newhouse  is 
always  looking  for  things  to  include  in  the 
newsletter.  Articles  such  as  “My  Favorite  Love 
Token”  are  always  interesting  to  readers. 

-  Sid  Qale 


pictures  we  understand  while  others  don't 
make  any  sense  to  us  at  all.  Some  sculptures 
provoke  emotions  from  within  and  others  are 
silently  mysterious.  These  tokens  of  affection 
elicit  these  same  responses.  Go  ahead  and  let 
the  skeptics  and  the  numismatic  fanatics  refer 
to  them  as  "mutilated  coins.”  We  know  better. 
Besides,  it  helps  keep  the  prices  down.  But  that 
brings  me  to  another  subject,  love  token  sales. 
As  Sid  mentioned  in  the  last  Love  Letter  (No. 
190),  I  will  be  taking  over  his  role  as  the  “Love 
Token  Sales  Manager"  starting  with  this  month's 
selections.  I  have  already  received  many  great 
suggestions  and  comments  on  the  sale  process 
including  grading,  descriptions,  pricing,  layout, 
etc.  As  a  rookie  at  this,  I  have  opted  to  follow 
Sid's  methods  for  this  first  run  just  to  get  my 
feet  wet.  This  includes  keeping  the  same 
methods  of  submitting,  ordering,  and  receiving 
love  tokens  for  sale.  However  as  each  sale 
comes  and  goes,  I  am  sure  I’ll  be  incorporating 
changes  as  seen  fit  byyou,  the  love  token  lover. 
Before  I  make  any  changes,  though.  I’ll  make 
sure  you  are  well  aware  of  them.  Also,  because 
I  am  using  a  different  copying  facility  than  Sid's, 
the  first  several  rounds  of  pictures  may  be  too 
light  or  dark.  Please  be  patient  and  soon  all  will 
be  smooth  again.  Feel  free  to  call,  e-mail,  drop 
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a  letter,  or  send  up  a  smoke  signal  to  let  me 
know  your  thoughts  or  opinions.  Oh,  and  by 
the  way,  if  there  are  any  engraved  pieces  in  your 
collection  that  you  would  like  to  sell  or  submit 
for  an  upcoming  mail  bid  auction,  we  are 
always  looking  for  more  material.  Thanks,  and 
good  luck  hunting! 

Robert  Higdem 

8230  N.  Loch  Haven  Drive  #2 
Hayden  Lake.  ID  83835 
(208)  772-0657 

(any  day  from  7  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  Pacific) 
higgy2000@juno.com 
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Love  Token  Sales 


Page  2 


J-49 


WLR 


1875  F 


$8.00 


J-50 


Prefab 


10c 


$8.00 


J-51 


BE 


1887 


$8.00 


J-52 


RFE 


188? 


$8.00 


J-53 


WG 


1882  f 


$8.00 


J-54 


WPB 


1876  f 


$8.00 


J-55 


CBP 


J-56 


HDT 


J-57 


GWJ 


J-58 


MFH 


J-59 


LCA 


J-60 


HGL 


1877  f 


$8.00 


1877  f 


$8.00 


1875 


$8.00 


1876  f 


$8.00 


1884  f 


$8.00 


1886  f 


$9.00 


J-61 


EJC 


J-62 


WFM 


J-63 


LL 


J-64 


LWF 


J-65 


CHH 


J-66 


1891  f 


$10.00 


1887  vf  $10.00 


1891  f 


$10.00 


1883  f  $12.00 


1877  vf 


$9.00 


solder 
1876  f 


$10.00 


J-67 


WTG 


G-1 


EMA 


G-2 


W.A.L 


G-3 


WAG 


G-4 


S.J.W. 


G-5 


TD 


1875  f 


$10.00 


1876  f 


$8.00 


1885 


$8.00 


1885  f 


$8.00 


1877  f 


$8.00 


1875  vg  $8.00 


G-6 


IPS 


G-7 


COB 


G-8 


GLT 


G-9 


JPH 


G-10 


MYP 


G-1 1 


AEB 


1876 


$8.00 


1882  f 


$8.00 


1875  f 


$8.00 


1883 


$9.00 


Blank 


$8.00 


1876  f 


$8.00 


G-1 2 


AAK 


G-1 3 


WED 


G-1 4 


GDB 


G-1 5 


JMB 


H-1 


H-2 


B 


1883  f 


$8.00 


884  vf 


$8.00 


8?7 


$8.00 


1/2  10c 


$8.00 


worn  sm 
1886  ag 


$5.00 


10c 


ag 


$5.00 


H-3 


CMW 


brass  ? 
blank  xf 


H-4 


JCH 


H-5 


BB 


H-6 


N 


H-7 


H-8 


LR 


$6.00 


889 


$6.00 


890 


12. 


$6.00 


1/2  10c 
<1853>  f 


$7.00 


Canada 
10  c  vg 


$7.00 


1888  vg  $7.00 


H-9 


ww 


H-10 


Great  Britian 
f 


K 


H-11 


MH 


H- 


$8.00 


iberty 
899  vf 


25c 


H-1 3 


DIH 


$8.00 


0c  f 


$8.00 


<1854>  g  $9.00 


1877  au  $10.00 


$10.00 


WANTED 


"\ 


Pair  of  matched  engraved  dimes  (fine  or 
very  fine  condition  for  the  coins,  very 
fine  to  extra  fine  for  the  engraving),  with 
or  without  one  hole  at  12  o'clock,  to 
make  into  earrings,  or  a  pair  of  matched 
engraved  dime  earrings  (same  criteria). 


Debbie  Marcum 
(512)  335-5155 
dmarcum@austin.rr.com 


V 
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WANTED 

Love  Tokens: 

Peggy 

Peg 

Melinda 

Amy 

PET 

PT 

MV 

January  26 
September  27  or  28 

Please  contact: 

Ernie  Turnes 
316  Forest  Valley  Dr. 
Forest  Hill,  MD  21050 
eturnes@juno.com 


X  % 

Ordering 

Love  Tokens 

Please  make  checks  payable  to: 

Robert  Higdem 

8230  N.  Loch  Haven  Drive  #2 
Hayden  Lake,  ID  83835 
(208)  772-0657 
higgy2000@juno.com 

In  remitting,  please 
do  not  forget  to 
include  the  postage  as  follows: 
Orders  up  to  $50.00  add  $1.50: 
up  to  $100.00,  add  $2.75: 
up  to  $150.00,  add  $3.50: 
up  to  $200.00,  add  $4.50; 
up  to  $300.00,  add  $5.00; 
up  to  $400.00,  add  $7.00; 
over  $400.00,  add  $8.75. 

/c _ ^ 


JL  aae  (?ettez 

Love  Token  Society  Newsletter 


Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Road 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 
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Love  Token 
Society  Officers 

President 

Carol  Harmes 
5145  Admiral  Place 
Sarasota.  FL  3423 1 
(941)  922-378 7 
lharmes@earthlink.  net 

Vice  President 

Pat  Hammond 
22  Scotch  Pine  Drive 
Voorheesville,  NY  12186 
PMAH@capital.net 


by  ‘Biff  Tivaz 


Over  the  years,  I've  collected  quite  a  few  love  tokens  with  the  Lord's  Prayer 
enscribed  on  them.  Instead  of  keeping  them  separate,  I  decided  to  take  eight  of 
the  nicest  ones  and  have  them  mounted  in  a  custom  plastic  holder. 

This  display  consists  of  the  prayer  on  a: 

•  I9I9-P  Lincoln  Cent  •  No  Date  Barber  10  cent 

•  1879  Liberty  Seated  10  cent  •  1919  Mercury  10  cent 

•  1890  Liberty  Seated  10  cent  •  1923  Mercury  10  cent 

•  1892  Barber  10  cent  •  No  Date  Type  I  Gold  $1 

(with  "AST  to  MT"  on  the  reverse) 


These  miniature  works  of  art  are  examples  of  some  of  the  finest  and  smallest 
lettering  I've  ever  seen  on  a  coin,  and  I  thought  you  might  like  to  share  them  with 
me. 


Secretary /T  reasurer 

Sid  Gale 
P.O.  Box  970 
Mandeville,  LA  70470 
(504)  626-3867 
sidgale@charter.net 

Love  Letter  Editor 

Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Road 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 
(785)  539-1831 
rcn@ksu.edu 

Love  Token  Sales 

Robert  Higdem 

8230  N.  Loch  Haven  Drive  #2 
Hayden  Lake.  ID  83835 
(208)  772-0657 
higgy2000@juno.com 
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The  Lord \  Prayer 
on  coins 


Love  Letter  Layout/Design 

Mary  Hammel 
Manhattan,  KS 


WELCOME! 

NEW  MEMBERS 

#711  William  Gardner  (reinstated) 
357  Gardners  Terrace  Road 
West  Columbia,  SC  29 1 72 

#666  Richard  Hlebichuk  (reinstated) 
645  E.  Fir 

Sequim,  WA  98382 

#1007  Charles  B.  Lewis 

23429  Harrellson 
MaComb,  Ml  48042 


Dear  LTS  members, 

As  this  year  comes  to  a  close,  so  do  my  duties  as  LTS  Secretary/Treasurer.  It's  been  a  great 
eight  year  run!  Thanks  to  all  of  you  for  your  patience,  support  and  kind  comments  these  many 
years.  I  am  turning  all  responsibilities  over  with  this  newsletter  to  your  new  Secretary/ 
Treasurer,  Sid  Gale,  who  will  serve  the  society  well  in  this  role.  We  all  know  Sid  through 
the  solid  leadership  he  has  provided  LTS  as  President  these  past  two  years.  Please  support 
him  as  we  begin  this  transitional  phase,  beginning  with  sending  LTS  2001  dues  to  Sid  (he 
will  be  sending  out  invoices  in  January).  Secretary/Treasurer  related  correspondence  and 
checks  sent  to  me  will  be  forwarded  on  to  Sid.  I  am  retiring  from  this  particular  LTS  office; 
however,  I  plan  to  remain  an  active  member  of  LTS.  Best  wishes  for  a  great  2001-  Barb 

Financial  Statement 


WANTED 


I  am  looking  for  a  love  token  with 
MKC  or  MC  $1  Gold  for  my 
mother. 


Please  contact: 

Darrow  Crowe 
P.O.  Box  479 

Hayward,  C7\  94543-0479 


LOVE  TOKENS 


WANTED 

I'm  looking  for  Peggy,  Peg,  Melinda, 
Amy,  PET,  PT,  MAV,  MV,  January 
26,  September  27  or  28  (with  or 
without  year).  Thanks. 


General  Funds 

Balance  September  30,  2000 

$6,658.14 

Receipts 

New  members 

10.00 

Membership  dues 

20.00 

Donation  (Gardner) 

5.00 

Interest  (Bank  Account)  -  October 

9.28 

November 

9.15 

Total  Receipts 

53.43 

Subtotal 

$6,71  1.57 

Expenses 

Check  #383  -  IMC  -  graphic  art  (LTS  #190) 

108.44 

Check  #384  -  F.U.N.  membership 

15.00 

Check  #385  -  IMC  -  graphic  art  (LTS  #191 ) 

68.10 

Check  #386  -  Kinko's  -  duplication  (LTS  #191) 

138.63 

Check  #387  -  U.S.P.O.  -  postage  (LTS  #191) 

107.41 

Total  Expenses 

$437.58 

Balance  November  30,  2000 

$6,273.99 

Permanent  Fund  -  Audubon  Savings  b  Loan  Association 

1  year  certificate  of  deposit 

$655.50 

Membership  Report 

Membership  -  September  30,  2000 

215 

Reinstated 

2 

New  member(s) 

1 

Membership  as  of  November  30,  2000 

218 

Barbara  Newhouse  -  Secretary /Treasurer 

Please  contact: 

Ernie  Turnes 
316  Forest  Valley  Dr. 
Forest  Hill,  MD  21050 
eturnes@juno.com 


http://lovetokensociety-homepage.com 


VICE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE  -  Carol  Harmes 


The  Changing  of  the  Quard 

I  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  to 
thank  everyone  who  has  helped  to  make 
the  LTS  what  it  is.  The  new  year  will  bring 
new  volunteers  to  serve  the  club,  some  will 
change  jobs,  and  one  will  retire.  Robert 
Higdem  has  already  taken  over  coin  sales, 
a  time  consuming  job  which  may  require 
some  adjustments  to  find  the  best  proce¬ 
dure.  Robert  has  also  volunteered  to  do 
some  writing  on  love  tokens.  Thanks 
Robert,  you  are  a  great  addition. 

Pat  Hammond  will  be  the  new  vice 
president  starting  in  January  and  I  have 
been  promoted.  The  role  of  vice  president 
is  what  you  make  of  it.  My  advice  is  to  start 
a  pet  project,  something  that  will  improve 
the  club  or  may  have  been  overlooked.  I 
tried  my  hand  at  writing  and  found  it  quite 
rewarding.  As  president  I  plan  to  continue 
my  articles  and  will  also  coordinate  meet¬ 
ings  and  other  club  business.  For  this  year’s 
FUN  show  meeting,  we  will  have  a  guest 
lecturer.  Sam  Alfano,  a  master  engraver, 
will  give  a  talk  and  bring  some  visual  aids. 
Please  try  to  come  to  the  meeting  if  you  are 
planning  to  attend  the  show. 

On  reviewing  the  LTS  by-laws,  I  found 
that  there  are  some  positions  which  are  not 
occupied.  There  is  a  provision  for  regional 
and  assistant  directors.  Under  Article  VI: 
Duties  of  officers,  sections  five  and  six 
describe  the  duties  of  these  offices.  In 
short,  they  promote  the  club  through 
planning  regional  meeting,  writing  articles, 
seeking  new  members,  giving  lectures,  and 
offering  assistance.  When  I  read  this  I  said, 
“that  is  George  Bilodeau  because  he  is 
already  doing  these  things  but  doesn’t 
have  the  title.”  I  contacted  George  and  he 
was  very  excited  to  take  on  the  role  of 
regional  director  for  the  northeast  region. 
He  already  coordinates  a  LT  meeting  at 
NENA  (New  England  Numismatic 
Association),  lectures,  and  has  done  some 
writing.  If  anyone  else  wants  to  volunteer 
for  a  region  or  state  to  oversee,  please 
contact  me. 


Barbara  Newhouse  is  retiring  and  we  are 
very  sorry  to  see  her  go.  She  has  done  a 
wonderful  job  for  many  years  and  has  been 
a  fixture  to  LTS.  Enjoy  your  retirement  Barb 
and  thanks  for  all  your  years  of  help.  We 
are  very  lucky  that  Robert  Newhouse  did 
not  follow  his  wife’s  lead.  Both  have  served 
the  LTS  longer  than  I  have  been  a  member. 
I  am  sure  Bob  is  tired  of  all  the  work,  but 
thanks  for  sticking  it  out.  The  newsletter  is 
the  main  form  of  both  communication  and 
contact  for  many  members,  only  a  small 
number  of  whom  are  able  to  travel  to  our 
meetings. 

Thanks  to  all  the  members  who  send 
information  and  articles  for  publication.  I 
have  heard  that  there  have  been  some 
pretty  lean  years  when  Bob  really  had  to 
hunt  for  articles  to  reprint.  Now  sometimes 
there  are  more  submissions  than  one 
newsletter  can  hold,  but  they  all  get  printed 
because  every  member’s  opinion  is 
important. 

We  have  had  some  great  presidents.  Sid 
Gale  brought  us  into  the  new  millennium 
with  a  web  page  (http://lovetokensociety. 
homepage.com).  He  also  ran  the  coin  sales 
and  brought  us  much  better  picture 
resolution  of  coins  offered.  Although  his 
private  life  made  great  demands  on  him, 
he  has  been  very  dedicated  to  the  LTS  and 
has  always  made  the  time  to  serve.  Sid  is 
retiring  as  president,  but  has  graciously 
volunteered  to  fill  the  vacated  office  of 
secretary/treasurer.  I  know  he  will  do  a 
great  job. 

Itwas  a  great  loss  when  Lloyd  Entenmann, 
known  to  some  as  Mr.  Love  Token,  had  to 
retire  two  years  ago  for  health  reasons.  He 
always  volunteered  when  no  one  else 
wanted  to  be  either  president  or  vice 
president.  Without  him  and  the  equally 
committed  Newhouses  to  assist,  the  club 
could  have  easily  folded  some  years  ago. 

Love  token  prices  have  increased  since 
Lloyd’s  years  as  president.  This  might  be 
due  in  part  to  Lloyd  because  he  is  not 
around  to  tell  all  the  dealers  that  they  are 
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charging  too  much!  Lloyd  always  says  not 
to  pay  too  much  for  love  tokens,  because 
dealers  buy  them  as  mutilated  coins  and 
don't  give  much  for  them.  This  may  have 
been  the  standard  at  one  time,  but  aware¬ 
ness,  knowledge,  demand,  and  prices  have 
increased.  Gone  are  the  days  I  have  only 
heard  about  when  one  could  buy  love 
tokens  for  not  much  more  than  scrap 
metal.  The  LTS  will  grow  and  change  as 
the  years  pass,  but  it  will  always  be  a  legacy 
of  Lloyd’s  and  others  love,  hard  work,  and 
sacrifice.  Our  heartfelt  thanks. 

Sincerely,  Carol  Harmes 


Season's 
greetings 
from  the 
Love 
T ofen 
Society 
Officers 
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PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE  from  Sid  Gale 


THAT  FAVORITE 
LOVE  TOKEN 

By  Ernie  Turnes 


As  soon  as  the  “Happy  Holiday” 
celebrations  are  over  many  of  us  will  be 
heading  to  Orlando,  Florida  for  the  FUN 
show.  If  you  are  planning  to  attend 
{January  4  -  7,  2001},  please  join  us  at  our 
meeting  Friday,  Jan  5th  in  Room  23  IB  at 
3:00  P.M.  Carol  Harmes  is  in  the  process 
of  setting  up  an  exciting  agenda  for  the 
meeting. 

Carol  and  Lorin  Harmes  will  have  a 
“World  Coin  and  Jewelry  Exchange  /  Love 
Token  Society”  sign  above  their  booth  and 
will  provide  information  to  people  asking 
for  information  about  the  LTS.  If  you  look 
up  either  of  the  names  in  the  FUN  guide  it 
will  refer  you  to  their  booth.  Carol  looks 
forward  to  all  of  us  dropping  by,  "hanging 
out”  a  little  and  talking  about  love  tokens. 
It  will  be  a  good  place  to  “check  in”  and  see 
what  is  going  on.  This  is  their  place  of 
business,  however,  and  we  must  be  careful 
not  to  interfere  with  that.  Thank  you,  Carol 
and  Lorin,  for  offering  to  do  this. 

This  is  my  last  “Letter  From  The 
President,”  but  I’ll  be  keeping  in  touch.  At 
the  FUN  show  meeting  we  will  have  an 
installation  of  new  officers.  Carol  Harmes 
will  commence  serving  as  President,  Pat 
Hammond  as  Vice  President,  and  I  will 
move  to  Secretaty/T reasurer.  Robert  Higdem 
is  already  serving  as  “Love  Token  Sales” 
and  Bob  Newhouse  will  continue  as  editor 
of  the  Loveletter.  Thank  you,  Robert  and 
Bob. 

Missing  from  the  list  is  Barbara  Newhouse. 
Barbara  has  done  a  fantastic  job  as 
Secretary  /  T reasurer  for  the  past  1 0  years! 
She  has  decided  to  “retire”  and  looks 
forward  to  being  just  a  collector  of  love 
tokens.  Barbara,  there  is  no  way  that  we 
can  adequately  thank  you  for  your 
dedication  to  the  LTS.  You  have  been  a 
lovely  person  to  work  with,  and  have, 
without  doubt,  been  instrumental  in 
helping  the  LTS  achieve  the  success  that  it 
now  enjoys.  We  thank  you  from  the 
bottom  of  our  hearts. 

Carol  Harmes  has  written  numerous 
interesting,  comprehensive,  in-depth 


articles  for  the  "Love  Letter”  over  the  past 
several  years.  Carol  is  enthusiastic,  full  of 
good  ideas,  and  looking  forward  to  serving 
as  our  President.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
she  will  do  a  terrific  job. 

Remember  your  annual  dues  are  due 
on  January  I  st.  I  will  be  sending  invoices 
out  shortly  after  the  holidays. 

In  the  meantime,  I  hope  everyone  has 
very  "Happy  Holidays”! 

-  Sid  Qale 


This  is  not  an  article  about  my  favorite 
love  token.  It’s  a  question,  really.  What 
is  your  favorite  love  token,  that  piece 
that  you  wouldn’t  consider  parting 
with?  And  why  is  it  your  favorite? 
Because  it  was  a  gift  that  you  were  not 
expecting?  Does  it  have  initials,  a  name, 
ora  scene  thatyou  thoughtyou’d  never 
find? 

Was  it  a  good  buy?  Is  it  a  piece  that  you 
acquired  in  a  most  unusual  way  or 
place?  Or  is  the  piece  one  that  you  like 
because  it  reminds  you  of  someone? 
Or  something  else? 

In  a  previous  issue  I  described  my 
favorite  love  token,  a  25th  anniversary 
piece  made  from  a  Morgan  dollar.  It’s 
my  favorite  for  several  of  the  reasons 
stated  above.  What  is  yours?  I  believe 
that  members  would  like  to  know  (and 
I  think  that  Robert  would  say  that  you 
don’t  have  to  worry  about  how  well 
you  write).  It  would  be  an  interesting 
topic  that  could  be  included  in  several 
issues. 


Letter  to  tfie  Editor 


Dear  Mr.  Newhouse, 

I  am  taking  liberty  to  write  you  to 
rejoin  the  Love  Token  Society.  This  year 
I  have  worked  with  my  coins  more  than 
in  the  past  8  years. 

My  remaining  interest  in  coins  has 
come  to  actively  collecting  love  tokens, 
witch  coins,  and  the  few  and  far  be¬ 
tween  very  unusual  rare  coin  that  will 
pop  up  now  and  then. 

I  have  enclosed  a  check  for  $  1 5.00  as 
I  imagine  the  dues  have  gone  up  by 
now.  Also  I  have  gotten  a  co-worker 
interested  in  love  tokens  and  perhaps 
she  and  her  husband  might  be  new 
members  soon. 

They  are  beginners,  and  are  searching 
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for  a  love  token  with  the  initials  RHC 
and  KJC.  They  can  be  holed  or  looped. 
They  want  very  nice  engraved  coins, 
dimes  or  larger  and  won't  fuss  over 
prices. 

I  would  like  two  love  tokens  with  the 
initials  RMP.  They  can  be  holed  or 
looped.  I  would  like  one  small  (dime  or 
therabouts)  and  one  fifty  cents  or  a 
dollar  with  very  nice  engraving. 

If  you  hear  or  see  tokens  like  this  drop 
me  a  note  with  information  on  prices 
and  shipping,  and  I'll  send  you  a  check. 

Bill  Qardner 

357  Qardner  s  Terrace  Road 
West  Columbia,  SC  29172 


. 
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WHO  WOULD  BELIEVE  IT? 

By  Ernie  Tumes 


It  was  Saturday  and  my  wife  and  I  had  no 
real  plans  for  the  day.  At  breakfast  we 
decided  to  drive  north  into  Pennsylvania  to 
enjoy  the  countryside  and  visit  a  few 
antique  shops. 

As  we  were  driving  toward  Gettysburg  on 
Route  851  we  saw  a  home  with  a  hand¬ 
made  sign  on  the  front  lawn  that  read 
“Yard  Sale”  and  decided  to  stop.  As  we 
walked  up  to  the  house  we  were  greeted  by 
a  friendly  middle-aged  lady  who  explained 
that  her  mother  had  passed  away  and  that 
she  had  to  sell  the  household  goods.  She 
said  to  make  an  offer  for  anything  that 
interested  us.  As  I  was  looking  at  some 
tools,  my  wife  called  me  over  to  take  a  look 
at  a  rather  worn  jewelry  box.  It  contained 
several  pieces  of  inexpensive  jewelry  and 
a  bracelet  that  she  thought  would  interest 
me.  It  appeared  to  be  silver  and  had  six 
coins  attached,  each  one  engraved.  Not 
owning  a  love  token  bracelet  and  finding 
such  a  piece  under  these  circumstances, 
you  can  imagine  how  I  felt! 

But  the  best  was  yet  to  come,  or  so  I 
thought.  Three  of  the  coins,  all  Seated 
Liberty  dimes,  were  engraved  with  names 
of  my  family  members-Peggy  (my  wife), 
James  (son),  and  Minnie  (my  mother-in- 
law).  A  fourth  had  my  three  initials,  and  in 
the  correct  order.  Another  was  beautifully 
engraved  with  a  “T”  (as  in  Turnes)  and  the 
sixth  contained  a  ship  in  full  sail.  The 
bracelet  was  a  beautiful  piece. 

Once  I  got  over  my  shock,  I  carried  it  over 
to  the  lady  and  told  her  that  I  collect  love 
tokens  and  how  much  I  liked  the  bracelet. 


I  was  more  enthusiastic  than  I  should  have 
been,  considering  that  I  wanted  to  buy  it. 
But  I  couldn’t  help  myself.  When  I  finally 
realized  that  I  was  shooting  myself  in  the 
foot,  I  simply  asked  her  how  much  she 
wanted  for  it.  At  that  point  I  felt  like  no 
price  would  be  too  high. 

The  lady  explained  that  her  mother  had 
bought  the  bracelet  several  years  ago,  but 
she  had  no  idea  what  her  mother  had  paid 
for  it.  She  said  that  her  mother  would  often 
hold  the  piece  and  speculate  about  the 
story  behind  the  engravings.  The  next 
thing  she  said  flabbergasted  me.  “Because 
you  seem  to  like  it  so  much  and  because 
you’re  a  collector,  I  ’d  like  for  you  to  have  it, 
as  a  gift.  I’m  sure  that  my  Mom  would  be 
pleased  to  have  it  go  to  someone  who 
would  enjoy  it  as  much  as  she  did.” 

I  couldn’t  believe  what  I  was  hearing.  A 
free  love  token  bracelet  with  those  names 
and  initials?  I  insisted  that  I  pay  for  it,  but 
she  was  more  insistent  that  I  accept  it  as  a 
gift.  She  said  that  her  mother  would  want 
it  that  way. 

As  my  wife  and  I  drove  home  that  day  we 
marveled  at  the  entire  experience.  What  a 
nice  lady.  What  a  coincidence.  What  good 
fortune.  What  is  that  music?  Music? 

I  turned  in  its  direction,  opened  my  eyes 
and  saw  the  numbers  5:10  on  my  clock 
radio.  It  was  time  to  get  up  and  go  to  work. 

(Thanks  go  to  Millard  Hajek,  Maryland 
Tokens  and  Medal  Society,  for  the  idea 
behind  this  story.) 
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The  Lincoln, 
Nebraska  Coin 
Club  Proudly 
Presents 
Our  Annual 

COIN 

SHOW 

Saturday  and  Sunday 

May  5-6,  ZOOI 

At  Park  Centers, 

Van  Dorn  &  Park 
Avenue 
Saturday 
10  a.m.  to  S  p.m. 

Sunday 
9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Chairman:  David  Willsie 
P.O.  Box  671 1 
Lincoln,  NE  68506 
DFWsafety@aol.com 
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To  James  Sparks  for 

volunteering  to  do  an  edit  of  each 
Love  Letter  issue.  Your  expertise 
and  professional  contribution  is 
really  appreciated. 

P.S.  The  editor  is  especially 
grateful. 

\ _ / 
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The  Corner  Store 


Wow!  What  a  month  November  was. 
My  first  shot  at  the  love  token  sales  and 
what  a  hoot!  If  the  numbers  are  any 
indication,  I'd  say  it  was  a  success.  Over 
half  of  the  pieces  sold.  This  was  good  news 
for  the  sellers  but  we  had  to  come  up  with 
replacements.  Luckily  a  new  member 
stepped  forward  at  the  last  minute  with  a 
slew  of  tokens  so  we  met  our  minimum  of 
96  again  this  month.  As  far  as  the  up¬ 
coming  auction  goes,  we  still  need  more 
pieces,  but  I  think  we  can  swing  one  in  our 
February,  2001  newsletter.  Oh,  and  a  note 
on  timeliness:  I  do  apologize  for  being  so 
slow  sending  out  the  purchases.  It  seems 
that  roll  of  20-year-old  military-issue 
industrial-strength  double-sided  tape 
probably  wasn’t  the  best  choice  for 
mounting  the  pieces  on  the  sale  sheet. 
Needless  to  say,  I  am  now  using  a  some¬ 
what  less  tacky  brand. 

Regarding  this  month’s  selection,  well, 
it’s  a  good  one.  In  fact,  I  am  also  going  to 
try  to  post  it  on  the  Society’s  web  page. 
This  will  allow  those  with  Internet  access 
to  download  the  JPEG  images  and  see  up 
close  and  in  colorful  detail  just  what  is 
being  offered.  But  back  to  the  tokens  in  this 
sale.  Foreign  chasers  will  note  we  have 
coins  from  Germany,  Switzerland,  Great 
Britain  and  Canada  this  month.  We  also 
have  half  dimes,  a  3-cent  nickel  piece, 
several  quarters  and  some  full  first  names. 
Oops  on  the  first  sheet.  A  little  mishap  at 
the  copier  left  a  small  tear  in  the  original. 
As  a  result,  you  may  not  be  able  to  see  that 
G-2  is  SPJ  and  G-3  is  DEW. 

My  “Top  Ten  Picks  of  the  Month”  that  I 
recommend  you  look  closer  at  (in  no 
particular  order): 

•  G-6  •  Z-2  •  T- 1  I  •  T- 1 4 

•  D- 1 4  •  D-16  •  J-14  •  J-15 

•J-27  •  J-3  I 

Observations:  T-15  also  has  a  partially 
worn-off  date  engraved  below  the  initials. 

I  can  make  out  Tt  -  85".  D-2  and  D-3 
should  be  purchased  together  as  they  are 
obviously  from  the  same  engraver  and 


quite  possibly  for  the  same  family.  J-29 
appears  to  have  had  a  gold  wash/plate  on 
its  interior  field.  In  the  right  light,  this  field 
is  gold  colored  while  the  rest  of  the  surface 
is  silver.  Very  nice!  J-30  and  H-2  are  very 
nice  and  so  lightly  engraved  they  have  the 
aura  of  being  lace-like.  There  is  plenty  of 
artwork  besides  the  initials  but  it  is  difficult 
to  see  in  the  scans.  H-7  originally  had  blue 
enamel  in  the  initials  and  possibly  black 
enamel  in  the  background.  Most  of  the 
blue  has  chipped  off,  though. 

Well,  with  the  business  aside,  onto 
personal  ramblings.  I’ve  been  thinking  about 
maybe  writing  a  little  article  for  each 
newsletter.  Nothing  too  fancy.  It’s  just  that 
as  I  am  setting  up  the  sales  sheets,  taking 
the  requests,  sending  the  items  and  then 
collecting  more  inventory,  I  keep  thinking 
of  things  to  write  about.  Topics  would 
probably  range  from  collecting  ideas  to 
cleaning  tips,  from  online  auctions  to 
values,  and  from  the  pros  and  cons  of 
modifications  to  the  acceptability  of 
modem  love  tokens.  Our  editor,  Mr. 
Newhouse,  gave  me  the  green  light,  so 
what  the  heck.  I  guess  it’s  time  to  prove  my 
high  school  English  teacher  wrong  (or 
right). 

But  with  this  new  venture  come  a  few 
problems.  First  off,  what  do  I  call  the 
column?  The  Corner  Store  alludes  to  the 
fact  that  I  also  am  doing  the  sales.  Kinda 
like  the  small  comer  coin  shop  in  a  quiet 
neighborhood  market  with  big  oak  trees 
out  front  and  a  shiny  little  bell  on  the  door 
that  rings  when  you  walk  in.  Or  Ye  Olde 
Token  Shoppe  Talk.  Another  one  I  was 
thinking  of  was  Higgy  Speaks,  originating 
from  my  nickname  (and  eBay  user  name) 
and  the  fact  I  like  to  speak  my  mind.  Oh 
well,  I  guess  I’ll  just  give  it  some  more 
thought.  What  I  do  hope  to  do  is  provide 
you,  the  reader  and  Society  member,  a 
chance  to  hear  from  an  average  collector. 
Maybe  I  can  provide  a  slightly  different 
view  towards  things  or  stimulate  dialogue. 


A  little  stiffing  of 
the  ranks  never 
hurt.  Here’s  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  I’m 
thinking  of. 

We  have  all  seen  the  new  Fifty  States 
Quarter  program  the  U.S.  mint  is  currently 
involved  with.  And  we  have  all  seen  the 
plethora  of  different  collecting  sets 
available  for  those  wishing  to  collect  one  of 
every  state  quarter.  Now  how  about  this: 
Have  you  ever  thought  of  collecting  love 
tokens  from  each  of  the  50  states?  It’s  easy, 
simply  keep  an  eye  out  for  the  two-, 
three-,  or  four-letter  abbreviations  for  each 
state.  In  fact,  there  is  a  “CA”  being  offered 
in  this  month’s  sale  to  start  you  out.  By  the 
way,  bonus  points  for  the  state’s  full  name 
spelled  out. 

As  an  eBay-addict  and  an  avid  antique/ 
junk  store  visitor,  I  am  always  looking  for 
that  little  hidden  treasure,  but  in  doing  so, 
I  am  still  surprised  by  the  number  of 
uninformed  people  out  there.  Why  in  fact, 
just  the  other  day....  No,  I  guess  I  can  rattle 
on  about  that  next  time, 

Well,  anyway,  thanks  for  letting  me  use 
this  computer  for  something  other  than 
surfing  and  gaming.  And  sorry  for  such  a 
big  article  that  was  originally  intended  to 
be  a  brief  introduction.  I  promise  to  keep  it 
shorter  next  time.  And  the  sale?  Well,  the 
same  rules  apply  as  last  month.  Thanks  for 
your  support  and  good  luck  hunting. 


cizczzl: zed 


l 

s 

Robert  Higdem. 

8230  N.  Loch  Haven  Drive  #2 
Hayden  Lake,  ID  83835 
(208)  772-0657 

(any  day  from  7  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  Pacific) 
higgy2000@juno.com 
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1883  xf  $10.00 


10c 

Seat.  Lib. 


$12.00  1876 


$12.00 


1877 


$12.00 


D-20 


CGW 


1883  au  $12.00 


J-1 


NMR 


reeded  edge 
blank  rev  $6.00 


D-21 


GES 


3c  nic 
1865 


$12.00 


J-2 


TJE 


1876 


$6.00 


J-3 


SEH 


1884 


$6.00 


J-4 


ACW 


1877 


$7.00 


$12.00 


J-5 


prefab 


10c 


$8.00 


1888  vf 


$14.00 


J-6 


GWH 


1877 


$8.00 


J-7 


C.H 


J-8 


JDM 


J-9 


FER 


J-10 


OP 


J-1 1 


LRW 


J-12 


JGW 


10c 
Seat.  Lib 


$8.00 


<185?> 


$8.00 


188? 


$8.00 


<1853> 


$8.00 


1875 


$8.00 


1875 


$8.00 


J-1 3 


FMH 


J-14 


WBP 


J-1 5 


MSG 


J-1 6 


CBP 


J-1 7 


LCA 


J-1 8 


WF 


1876 


$8.00 


1876 


$8.00 


1877 


$8.00 


1877 


$8.00 


1884  vf 


$8.00 


1886 


$8.00 


J-1 9 


MAS 


J-20 


HSH 


J-21 


HCH 


J-22 


FL 


J-23 


WPJ 


J-24 


RE 


1887 


$8.00 


1876 


$9.00 


1877 


$9.00 


1877 


$9.00 


1877  xf 


$9.00 


1883 


$9.00 


J-25 


HGL 


J-26 


MQB 


J-27 


GTW 


J-28 


LF 


J-29 


WFM 


J-30 


EJC 


1886 


$9.00 


1883 


$9.00 


1875 


$10.00 


1876 


$10.00 


1887  vf 


$10.00 


1891 


$10.00 


J-31 


KFA 


J-32 


LFW 


G-10 


TD 


G-1 1 


S.J.W. 


G-12 


AGW 


H-1 


CED 


H 

'--m 

?.•  .jji 


1877 


$12.00 


1883 


$12.00 


1875 


$8.00 


1877 


$8.00 


1885 


$8.00 


Canada 
10c  vf 


$8.00 


H-2 


blank 
copper 


H-3 


SAF 


H-4 


JSB 


H-5 


CJC 


H-6 


CA 


H-7 


HW 


$5.00 


some  blue  enamel 


$5.00 


1875 


$6.00 


1876 


$6.00 


1877 


$8.00 


1877 


$12.00 


Eight  Birthdays  on  an  18th  Century  Eight  Reales  - 
An  English  Emergency  Love  Token 

For  many  years  I  have  possessed  an  unusual  18th  century  English  Love 
Token  that  I  would  like  to  share  with  Love  Letter  readers.  Eight  birthdays 
are  engraved  on  a  silver1775  eight  reales  of  Lima,  Peru.  Eight  reales 
circulated  in  England  as  four  shillings,  nine  pence  during  the  financial 
panic  of  1797  and  as  five  shillings  ini 804.  These  coins  were  often 
counterstamped  with  the  tiny  portrait  of  King  George  III  placed  over  the 
Spanish  Kings  Charles  III  or  Charles  INI.  A  popular  quip  in  England  at  the 
time  described  this  emergency  coinage  as  having  “the  head  of  a  fool  on 
the  neck  of  an  ass”.  The  host  coin  grade  due  to  wear  alone  is  very  fine, 
perhaps  indicating  20  to  25  years  of  circulation  before  being  rim  rolled, 
bent  and  engraved  into  a  Griffith  Family  birthday  bonanza  of  information. 


Obverse  Reverse 


On  the  obverse,  hand  engraved  in  a  crude  script  at  90  degrees  are  the 
names  and  birth  dates: 


T.  Griffith  Bom  30  M.  1732 
A.  Griffith  Bom  27  Oct  1737 
S.  Griffith  Bom  31  Jn  1770 
F.  Griffith  Bom  8  Apr  1772 
M.  Griffith  Bom  24  Dec  1773 
E.  Griffith  Bom  30  J  1778 

Along  the  wavy  and  rolled  edge,  hand  engraved  in  a  fine  quality  script  is: 


IOHN  GRIFFITH.  Bom  DEC  R  I8lh  1765  ANN  GRIFFITH.  Bom 
AUG'  IT111 1767 


Sincerely, 

Tom  Kays,  LTS  Member  #1001 


NENA  2001 
COIN  SHOW 

NENA  2001  will  be  held  in  Boston  in 
conjunction  with  the  2001  Bay  State 
Con  Show.  It  will  be  held  at  the  Radisson 
Hotel  ("57''  Park  Plaza).  200  Stuart 
Street.  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA.  I  have 
secured  a  room  for  the  Love  Token 
Society  and  meeting  time  of  2  p.m.  on 
Saturday.  March  24.  2001. 

I  am  planning  to  have  a  slide 
presentation  on  love  tokens,  and  an 
introduction  to  love  tokens  and  the 
society.  I  invite  all  LTS  members  and 
guests  to  the  show.  It  would  be  nice  if 
they  could  bring  something  for  show 
and  tell. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  and  best 
regards, 

George  7\.  Bilodeau,  Jr. 


Pair  of  matched  engraved 
dimes  (fine  or  very  fine 
condition  for  the  coins,  very 
fine  to  extra  fine  for  the 
engraving),  with  or  without 
one  hole  at  12  o'clock,  to 
make  into  earrings,  or  a  pair  of 
matched  engraved  dime 
earrings  (same  criteria). 


Debbie  Marcum 
(512)  335-5155 
dmarcum@austin.rr.com 


'  Ordering 
Love  Tokens 


Please  make  checks  payable  to: 

Robert  Higdem 

8230  N.  Loch  Haven  Drive  #2 
Hayden  Lake,  ID  83835 
(208)  772-0657 
higgy2000@juno.com 


In  remitting,  please 
do  not  forget  to 
include  the  postage  as  follows: 
Orders  up  to  $50.00  add  $1.50; 
up  to  $100.00,  add  $2.75: 
up  to  $150.00,  add  $3.50; 
up  to  $200.00,  add  $4-50; 
up  to  $300.00,  add  $5.00; 
up  to  $400.00,  add  $7.00; 
over  $400.00,  add  $8.75. 

VJ 


Lave  Letter 


Love  Token  Society  Newsletter 


Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Road 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 


' 


■ 


